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e are so glad you have taken this Lenten journey with us
into a landscape of reflection, thoughtful study, and
action on behalf of others. Some have likened the
spiritual journey to an ascent toward a mountain top
whose lower geography is replete with valleys, forests, rugged terrain,
rushing streams, deep rivers, and uneven, sometimes barely discernible
pathways. This journey, the journey of life, is one we share together.
God touches each one of our lives and encourages us toward the
ascent. We hope these reflections and the community we share
together encourage you further on.
We welcome your feedback. Please email rrice@edgewood.edu.
Thank you to all who have contributed reflections for this Season
of Lent.
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The Season of Lent
Lent is the forty-day preparatory period before Easter, beginning on Ash
Wednesday. Lent begins this year on March 1 and culminates on Easter
Sunday, April 16. In the Christian tradition, the season of Lent is a time of
soul searching and repentance—a time for reflection while taking stock of
one’s life in preparation for the Easter celebration of the risen Christ.
This booklet is a collection of Lenten Reflections from contributors
throughout the Edgewood College community. Generally we have
included only a portion of the biblical text due to space constraints. We
hope these reflections, based on readings in the Common Christian
Lectionary, serve as a guide and a point of inspiration for you during this
year’s observance of Lent.
Dominican Life and Mission
Edgewood College

Catholic Christians in these decades are in the process of bringing
women more and more into the public life of the church. Edgewood
was begun by women active in the church through running schools. The
ministry of Christian education has largely been done by women.
In recent decades women have assumed ministries in parishes and
dioceses. This year Pope Francis established a commission to reflect on
re-introducing the ordained ministry of deacon for women. Deaconesses
are present in the writings of the New Testament and continuously
present in the Eastern Churches. That reintroduction would bring
women into the ordained ministries along with bishops, priests, and
male deacons.
Thomas F. O’Meara, O.P.,
Blessed Sacrament Priory
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Holy Saturday, April 15
Genesis 1:1-2: 2. God looked at everything God had made, and found it
very good.
Our insistence that each human being is an image of God should not
make us overlook the fact that each creature has its own purpose. None
is superfluous. The entire material universe speaks of God’s love,
God’s boundless affection for us. Soil, water, mountains: everything is,
as it were, a caress of God. (¶ 84)

The universe unfolds in God, who fills it completely. Hence, there is a
mystical meaning to be found in a leaf, in a mountain trail, in a
dewdrop, in a poor person’s face. The ideal is not only to pass from the
exterior to the interior to discover the action of God in the soul, but also
to discover God in all things. (¶ 233)
Pope Francis, Laudato Si’– On Care for Our Common Home
(Encyclical, 2015)

Easter Sunday, April 16

Matthew 28:1-10. After the Sabbath…Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
came to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel
of the Lord descended from heaven, approached, rolled back the stone, and sat
upon it…Then the angel said to the women in reply, “Do not be afraid! I know
that you are seeking Jesus the crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised
just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell
his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and he is going before you to
Galilee; there you will see him.’ Behold, I have told you.”
An Apostle—the Greek word means sending out, being sent—is
someone who not only followed Jesus and learned his teaching well but
who saw Jesus risen from the dead.
The two women on Easter morning receive a double commissioning.
They are sent to tell that Jesus is risen, sent twice: by a heavenly
“messenger” and by Jesus himself.
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As the centuries went on, Mary Magdalene became known as the
“apostle of the apostles.” She saw Jesus risen before most of the
Twelve, and she tells the Apostles of the resurrection.
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Ash Wednesday, March 1
Joel 2:12-18. Even now, says God, return to me with your whole heart, with
fasting, and weeping, and mourning; rend your hearts, not your garments, and
return to your God. For gracious and merciful is God, slow to anger, rich in
kindness, and relenting in punishment.
This first day of the Lenten Season, I am invited to return to God with
my whole heart. I’m directed to rend this heart of mine—to tear it open.
But to what or to whom does our God want me to open my heart?
Turning to God means reorienting the direction of my life and trying to
be more like God in every way. And what is our God like? We are
reminded that our God is “gracious, merciful, slow to anger, rich in
kindness, and relenting in punishment.” In the current political climate
in our nation and world, to whom will I be gracious and merciful? How
will I open my heart in kindness and refuse to be punitive? May this
merciful God inspire me to walk a path beginning now that will “leave
behind a blessing” for all those to whom I am challenged to open wide
my heart.
Toni Harris, O.P., Prioress, Dominicans of Sinsinawa;
Edgewood College B.A., 1971

Thursday, March 2
Deuteronomy 30:15-20. Choose life, then, that you and your descendants may
live, by loving your God, heeding God’s voice, and holding fast to God.
The more I trust in God and find different ways to love God, the more I
find myself breathing in life. God is life, God is love, God is joy. Saint
Therese of Lisieux said, “Remember that nothing is small in the eyes of
God. Do all that you do with love.” I have learned that loving God is
done through actions. A simple act of kindness, of selfless love, will
bring us life through God. If we let our lives be a prayer to God, God
will show great beauty.
Kourtni Kelley, Sophomore; Child Life, Studies in Education

However, this text does not relate a random act of kindness, but rather
service provided to intimate friends.
Instead of solely emphasizing the importance of service to our fellow
human beings, a transcending concept in this passage could be the
significance of true, reciprocal relationships in defining what service is.
Perhaps this means that the service we embark upon should always be
grounded in the building of intimate relationships with others. Might
the message be that it is our relationship with others that defines our
service, not the reverse?
Tricia S. Dusick, Civic Engagement Coordinator,
School of Integrative Studies

Good Friday, April 14
Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has similarly been tested in every
way, yet without sin. So let us confidently approach the throne of grace to
receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.
Why him, why this, why today? I wish I knew. All I know is that,
because of it, none of us ever has to feel what he felt again. Because he
was all alone, and we have his company. At our most hurt, our most
frightened, our most forsaken by God, we have this companion who has
been there and will be there with us. Nothing we think or do in this state
can shock him. Nothing we say can make him turn away. If we say,
“Where are you, God? I’m all alone here,” he said it first.

It sounds for all the world like the end of faith. Instead, it is the
beginning. Jesus died talking to his Abba, who would not talk back to
him. Is there any other definition of faith? In his abandonment, he is the
God of those who have no God. Hearing no voice of love, he cried out,
making a sound that—for many—became the voice of love.
Barbara Brown Taylor, Home By Another Way,
(Cowley, 1999), p. 85

4

29

Holy Week – Wednesday, April 12
Matthew 26:14-25. When it was evening, he reclined at table with the Twelve. And
while they were eating, he said, “Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me.”
This passage from the Scripture informs us that even though Jesus knows
that he will be betrayed by one of his apostles, he does not disclose his
name or punish him. Instead, he allows the traitor the opportunity to
decide whether to reveal his identity, confess his crime and repent, or
continue his deception. In our private or professional lives, we too may
experience disloyalty from a friend, a relative, a co-worker or an ally.
Indeed, the sense of betrayal is keenest and most painful when it is
inflicted by someone we trust and feel close to. In such instances, it can
be helpful to communicate with the responsible parties to try to reach an
understanding and offer them a chance to explain or redeem themselves
before resorting to chastisement or retribution.
Sayeeda H. Mamoon, Professor of French,
Department of Foreign Languages

Holy Thursday, April 13
John 13:1-15. After the evening meal was served…Jesus got up from the meal,
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist…He poured
water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the
towel that was wrapped around him…When he had finished …he put on his
clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for
you?” he asked. “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should
do as I have done for you.”
While preparing to write this reflection, I felt at a total loss, and spent a
little time reading others’ interpretations of this passage. Many seem to
understand Jesus’ actions as an example of the value of providing
service to others. However, I spent some time wondering if service, in
and of itself, was the significant lesson herein. After all, one could
argue that a moral about the importance of service could be delivered in
this passage by describing a similar act of kindness to a stranger.
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Friday, March 3

Isaiah 58:1-9a. This, rather, is the fasting that I wish: Releasing those bound
unjustly…Sharing your bread with the hungry, sheltering the oppressed and the
homeless…Then…your wound shall quickly be healed.
We are scolded for afflicting ourselves in fasting, then becoming
irritable and quarrelsome. External worship (giving up candy,
cigarettes, coffee, meat on Friday, bowing one’s head like a reed) needs
to be joined with internal sincerity to please God.

Why and how do we fast? While I was an Edgewood student, fasting
from midnight before Eucharist was released. Some of us intended to
continue the fast until housemother, Sister Catherine Moran, asked:
“Are you holier than God?” Isaiah says that fasting is not so much for
individuals as communities. When promises are fulfilled in
communities, they can be extended to embrace all people. Through it,
our wounds will be healed.
So, instead of giving up dessert, coffee, movies, etc., we might: 1) do
something kind for someone each day without telling what we did, and
consciously observe others’ kindnesses; 2) focus on eliminating a
character trait we know annoys or harms someone; 3) pray for someone
who harmed us recently; 4) volunteer at St. Vincent de Paul or a food
bank; 5) read a book about beliefs and customs of another culture. This
may put a new face on fasting – hopefully, one of salvation,
compassion and holiness within a community.
Pearl (Kolb) Quast, Edgewood College B.S., 1956

Saturday, March 4

Isaiah 58:9b-14. If you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the
afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the
noonday. If you do this, God will guide you continually…and you shall be like a
watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.
To me, this passage speaks to the spiritual power of looking beyond
ourselves to the needs, suffering and experiences of those around us.
Putting others before self is something many are taught to understand
and practice on a surface level, perhaps out of a sense of duty or
obligation. This passage speaks to going beyond the basic levels of
5

selflessness to the nourishment of the soul that comes from acting each
day with others’ needs truly at heart. For me, it’s a very tangible feeling
of renewal, energy and fulfillment when I put all thoughts of self aside
and dive in to the experience and needs of another. Though it can be
daunting and sometimes even scary, the fulfillment of this kind of
action is often what makes a person feel whole.
Claire Mand, Director of Residence Life

First Sunday in Lent, March 5
Matthew 4:1-11. At that time Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert
to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and
afterwards he was hungry.
Jesus’ temptation in the desert is preceded in the Scriptures by his
baptism. Jesus is then led, or maybe even driven to the desert, by the
Spirit of God to the wilderness where the Israelites came to know their
own destiny. Jesus came to know his destiny through his fasting and
prayer for forty days, just as his ancestors journeyed for forty years in
search of their destiny.
We have these forty days of Lent to search, to pray, to fast, to give
alms—contribute to the well-being of others. What desert place will
we discover during Lent where we can search for our destiny? How can
we discover the deeper meaning in our own lives? Let us step back, fast,
pray, and take a long look at who we are and where we are heading amid
the temptations in our time —violence, power, addiction, greed, cruelty,
judgment, complacency. Let us hunger for God and good for all.
Mary Ellen O’Grady, O.P.
Relationships for Mission Office, Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa;
Edgewood College B.S., 1973

bruised reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he shall not quench, until
he establishes justice on the earth; the coastlands will wait for his teaching.
In this passage we are being challenged to not only stand up for justice,
but to persevere when our efforts seem in vain, or when things get
dangerous. How much am I willing to sacrifice to bring forth justice?
Am I really expected to give my life for it? That is a scary thought! Yet,
here we are reassured that God will be with us as we go through the
hard times of bringing forth justice. To let go and truly believe this is
our constant challenge. It truly is faith at its finest. This Creator, who
formed everything; the One who gives us each precious breath we take
reassures us here that we are not alone. God will take us by the hand
and give us strength to persevere. In this way we have the strength to
bring forth justice.
Kasey DeWitt, Academic and Career Counselor;
Edgewood College B.S., 1990; M.A., 2008

Holy Week – Tuesday, April 11
Isaiah 49:1-6. Though I thought I had toiled in vain, and for nothing, uselessly,
spent my strength, yet my reward is with God, my recompense is with my God.
For now God has spoken who formed me as God’s servant from the womb... It is
too little, God says, for you to be my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and
restore the survivors of Israel; I will make you a light to the nations, that my
salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.
Instead of dying with bitter frustrations both the Suffering Servant
(whose songs appear in the book of the prophet Isaiah) as well as Jesus
realized that they were called into earthly life, not for an earthly
ambition, but to achieve a delicate love and a faithful consecration with
God and with their neighbors within the scope of their earthly life. ...
Through a very intense, very interior bond with God, the Servant and
Jesus live even through death for a new call reaching beyond all their
earlier hopes. Seen and accepted this way, trials which cut across and
demolish our first hopes lead us to a new and more profound
relationship of prayer and trust with God.
Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P, Biblical Meditations for Lent
(Paulist Press, 1978), pp. 85-86
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Saturday, April 8

Jeremiah 31: 10-13. Hear the word of God, O nations, proclaim it on distant
isles, and say: The One who scattered Israel, now gathers them together, and
guards them as a shepherd guards a flock...I will turn their mourning into joy, I
will console and gladden them after their sorrows.
This passage speaks to me through the lens of God protecting the
vulnerable and marginalized. It also reminds me that although there are
human-made atrocities in this world, that our faith affirms that God will
redeem, sometimes in this life…other times in the afterlife. Faith in
God’s love and knowledge of God’s protection further affirms hope and
resiliency when life seems dim, and awareness of suffering throughout
the world seems overwhelming. God loves and will ultimately reward
the most vulnerable, even though people may not do so on this earth.
God loves all God’s children.
Roberta Pawlak, Professor & Associate Dean
for Graduate Programs, Henry Predolin School of Nursing

Monday, March 6
Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18. You should not go about spreading slander among
your kin… Do not stand by idly when your neighbor’s life is at stake…Take no
revenge and cherish no grudge.
You should not go about spreading slander among your kin—my kin
is the world in which I live. Do not stand by idly when your
neighbour’s life is at stake—a call to action. Take no revenge and
cherish no grudge—what to do when life calls you to action. This
passage reminds me of the fact that I live in a global context, that what
I do every day impacts those around me and that love is what guides
the choices that I make. To live is to engage with one another— to
extend one’s embrace to include all with whom one comes in
contact—be it physically or virtually, using one’s heart.
Kathleen M. Kelm, Adjunct Faculty,
Computing and Information Sciences Department

Tuesday, March 7

Holy Week – Palm Sunday, April 9
Isaiah 50:4-7. God has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know how
to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them. Morning after morning God
opens my ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have not turned back.
Sticks and stones can break our bones. So too can words and wit bruise
our hearts. Words convey energy. They express power. Like sticks and
stones, they can be used as tools or as weapons. They can harm or they
can heal. They can inspire or they can diminish. Lent invites us to deep
examination of our daily lives. We can take this opportunity to reflect
on how we use words. With the power of speech, we have been given
the ability to express the infinite.
Tricia Egan, Senior Lecturer, Social Science Department

Holy Week – Monday, April 10
Isaiah 42:1-7. Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I
am pleased, upon whom I have put my Spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the
nations, not crying out, not shouting, not making his voice heard in the street. A
26

Isaiah 55:10-11. Thus says your God: Just as from the heavens the rain and
snow come down and do not return there till they have watered the earth,
making it fertile and fruitful...so shall my word be that goes forth from my
mouth; it shall not return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for
which I sent it.
Did Isaiah recognize what we call the evaporation cycle? It would seem
so, since Isaiah 55:10 is an elegant description of precipitation that falls
as rain or snow, then returns once it has created the desired opportunity
for fertility. The challenge is that in the next verse God’s word is
compared to this precipitation, setting up the idea that the divine
promise also follows an evaporative cycle. From this, we learn two
important ideas. First, there is indeed a gap between heaven and earth
but it has been bridged by God, through his word. Second, this word is
the “power of God for salvation” (Rom 1:16), and it will not fail. Thus
it is that God’s word comes down like rain or snow, but it is we who
return, for in the end we are assured of confident access to the Father
through the grace of Christ Jesus.
D. Jill Kirby, Assistant Professor–Biblical Studies,
Religious Studies Department
7

Wednesday, March 8
Jonah 3:1-10. The word of God came to Jonah a second time: “Set out for the
great city of Nineveh, and announce to it the message that I will tell you.”
Sometimes we just don’t want to do things—even if we’re asked to do
them. This might seem more likely for children, but I think we adults
are guilty at times, too. Jonah was no different, and I think being
swallowed by a whale changed his mind. He decided he best go out, do
God’s will and “announce the message.” We have our own territory to
cover.
God has expectations of us, too, and we often forget the influence we
can have on what happens in life—not just ours but those around us. If
we focus on the positive and the good—perhaps even covering
ourselves in symbolic sackcloth and ash at times—it just might level the
playing field. Even a king can lay aside his robe and join other “humans
and beasts” to turn from evil ways and ask for forgiveness.
Let’s do it. The timing is perfect.
Eileen B. Murphy, Researcher, Institutional Advancement Office;
Edgewood College B.S., 1969

Thursday, March 9
Psalm 138:1-3, 7-8. I will give thanks to you, God, with all my heart...in the
presence of the angels I will sing your praise.
My uncle Herman, a Kentucky farmer, was the most cheerful and
even-tempered of my mother’s siblings. He would often sing on his
way out to the fields in the morning—usually a gospel hymn. Herman
spent his final years in a growing fog of dementia, yet retained an
amazing memory of the old hymns of his youth. Realizing time was
short, Herman’s son-in-law spent some hours sitting beside him with a
recording device, encouraging him to sing the gospel favorites.
At the funeral several months later, the minister concluded by
announcing that Herman would have the last word. Someone
flipped the switch on the sound system. Out came a recording of
Herman's voice singing a verse of “When the Roll Is Called Up
Yonder,” followed by his satisfied comment: “I betcha didn’t know I
8

He saw new possibilities, new crops, and new generations. Even with
Alzheimer’s disease in his last months he never forgot the land and the
farm. The land was a gift to him; he passed its treasure on to my
brothers and their families. What is it you treasure in this season of
Lent? How will you share it with those of the next generation?
Margaret O'Brien, O.P., Retired Professor, School of Education;
Edgewood College B.S., 1970; M.A., 1994

Friday, April 7
Jeremiah 20:10-13. I hear the whisperings of many: “Terror on every side!
Denounce! let us denounce him!” All those who were my friends are on the
watch for any misstep of mine.
This passage brings to mind the current political and social tensions in
our country. Neighbors, friends, and family are divided by differing
political beliefs.
We view the world from our individual perspectives and it is difficult to
see through other lenses. This makes the divide between “sides” seem
larger and impossible to bridge. Rather than falling prey to thoughts of
vengeance, I try to take positive action by embracing the Dominican
values, especially when I feel my efforts are futile.
When mistreated by others, remain confident in yourself. Look to the
value of Truth to help you remain firm as you seek a fair resolution.
Rather than seeking vengeance, seek healing. Look to Compassion and
Community to help bridge the gaps created by differences of belief,
knowing that some differences stem from fear and ignorance rather than
hatred. Look to Partnership as you support those who are being
condemned. It is through those positive actions that we may attain the
Justice we are seeking for all members of our community.
Trish Tegen, Assistant Dean for Academic Operations,
Academic Dean's Office
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with the values we proclaim we embrace; and let us have faith in the
protection and guidance we will receive as we walk through this path.
Beatriz E. Aguilar, Professor and Chair,
Music Department

Wednesday, April 5
Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95. Nebuchadnezzar rose in haste and asked his nobles,
“Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” “Assuredly, O King,” they
answered. “But,” he replied, “I see four men unfettered and unhurt, walking in
the fire, and the fourth looks like a son of God.” Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed,
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who sent an angel to
deliver the servants who trusted in God; they disobeyed the royal command and
yielded their bodies rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.”
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were saved from the fiery furnace by
God because they honored God and did the right thing. Difficult times in
our lives are like that fiery furnace. People—sometimes even people of
authority—will ask us to do the wrong thing and defy our ethical
standards. This passage reminds us that we can and indeed must stay true
to God's law and our own selves, regardless of the consequences, because
God will stand by us and keep us safe from harm. God not only knows
our suffering in trials, God goes with us through them. Doing the right
thing isn’t always easy, but it is always right.
Lindsay Wood, Office Coordinator,
Information Technology Services Office

could sing like that, did ya?” Family and friends dissolved into smiles,
tears, laughter. I’m sure the angels were happy to welcome Herman into
the choir.
Becky Rice, Administrative Assistant,
School of Arts and Sciences/Dominican Life

Friday, March 10
Ezekiel 18:21-28. But if the wicked turn away from all the sin they committed…
and do what is right and just… None of their crimes shall be remembered…they
shall live because of the virtue they have practiced. And if the virtuous turn from
the path of virtue to do evil…None of their virtuous deeds shall be remembered…
You say, ‘God’s way is not fair!’...Is it my way that is unfair, or rather are not your
ways unfair?
It’s Friday. The end of the week. Time to look forward to a couple of
days off from work and to catch up with stuff at home and just enjoy
some fun or relaxation.
However, in the spirit of “fun or relaxation” the Lenten passage
selected for today is a mite troubling. It warns that if I slip from being
good, then I die. It also says that I can lead an evil life and at the last
minute switch to being good and all is forgiven. No wonder the passage
includes the complaint “God’s way is not fair!”
I know it’s a prophet’s job to shake people up and Ezekiel is doing a
good job of it, but I’m lucky I have a belief in a God as taught to me by
Jesus—a loving God, one who reaches out to embrace me no matter
what I have done. All I have to do is open my heart—even on a Friday.
Peter Fabian, Professor, Psychology Department

Thursday, April 6
Genesis 17:3-9. I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which
you are now staying.
These verses bring to mind my own father who treasured the land on
which he was born and that he cared for, for nearly 95 years. He once
told me he felt closest to God when he was out on a tractor working the
land. God spoke to him at those times. His covenant was with the land,
gifts were given and gifts received from many plantings and harvests.
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Saturday, March 11
Deuteronomy 26:16-19. Today you are making this agreement with God: God is
to be your God and you are to walk in God’s ways and observe God’s statutes,
commandments and decrees and to hearken to God’s voice. And today God is
making this agreement with you: you are to be a people peculiarly God’s own,
as God promised you...
In reading this scripture text I found myself focusing on the word
‘agreement.’ While we are commanded to observe statutes and decrees,
9

God requires an agreement from us. In return, God offers an agreement
to fulfill God’s promises.
Merriam-Webster defines agreement as “an arrangement as to a course
of action.” In Deuteronomy 26: 16-19 we are entering into an
agreement with God and promising to take action. God is promising to
take action on our behalf and deliver on God’s promises. It seems
almost transactional; this for that. Do not be fooled, the key is “all your
heart and all your soul.” This is not an equation, but a request for
devotion and emotion. We are meant to be active, involved, passionate
about our faith. Passivity, timidity, and inaction will not fulfill this
agreement. Today we are meant to take enthusiastic action!
Deron Kling, Director of Information Technology

Second Sunday in Lent, March 12
Genesis 12:1-4a. God said to Abram: “Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk
and from your parents’ house to a land that I will show you.”
Abram displayed faith and trust as he made this difficult choice to
relocate to a place unknown. He was given a choice that would not only
affect his life, but also the lives of others, and even those yet to come.
Day by day, minute by minute we all make choices that impact our
lives and the lives of those around us. If these choices are made within a
deep commitment to faith and goodness, then hopefully we, and those
around us, will be blessed as well. But this is not always easy. My 14year-old daughter recently expressed, “Sometimes it’s hard to always
be a good person.” This statement has resonated with me ever since.
What drives us to make certain choices in a society of such unrest and
divisiveness? We must return to faith and trust. Faith in that which is
good and trust that our goodness will be blessed and will generate
blessings for those that surround us.
Dana Hagerman, Assistant Professor and Associate Dean of
Undergraduate Programs, School of Education
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deeper beauty of this gospel rests in the final words of Jesus to the
woman, the simple command to avoid the sin. It frees us from the
snares others set for us or those we foolishly walk into by ourselves. In
this gospel we see again that boundless compassion spills out from God
through Jesus to all of us. All the time. Thank God!
Laurin Wenig, 40 Days of Grace (XXIII Publications, 1996) p. 125

Tuesday, April 4
Psalm 102:2-3, 16-21. O God, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to you. Do
not hide your face from me when I am in distress. Turn your ear to me; when I
call, answer me quickly. God will respond to the prayer of the destitute; and will
not despise their plea.
En momentos de profundo sufrimiento, cuando todo parece incierto,
cuando las enfermedades ocupan nuestro cuerpo, mente, o espíritu;
cuando todo lo que hemos intentado sale mal; cuando creemos que no
hay una buena salida para una mala situación, usualmente volteamos
hacia Dios, y demandamos solución, apoyo, y protección inmediatos.
Esperamos ser escuchados y recibir una respuesta a nuestras
peticiones de inmediato. Respondamos a aquellos necesitados con la
misma eficiencia que nosotros esperamos durante nuestros momentos
de consternación; atendamos a aquellos que necesitan ser escuchados;
encontremos la forma de ayudar a aquellos que sufren, a aquellos
prisioneros del miedo, de las enfermedades, de la soledad, o del vació;
seamos el instrumento con el que la comunidad se construye en mayor
armonía, con los valores que proclamamos como nuestros; y tengamos
fe en la protección y guía que recibiremos al caminar este camino.
In moments of profound distress, when everything seems uncertain;
when sickness pervades in our body, mind, or spirit; when everything
we have tried is going wrong; when we believe there is not a good exit
for a bad situation, we usually turn to God, and demand immediate
relief, support, and protection. We expect to be heard and to receive
immediate response to our requests. Let us respond to those in need
with the same efficiency we expect during our dismay; let us give our full
attention to those who need to be heard; let us find the way to assist those
in distress, those prisoners of fear, illness, solitude, or emptiness; let us
be the instruments with which a community is built in greater harmony
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friends, or a beloved pet to save their lives? Some are lucky to at least
keep their families together, but not all. Where can they find refuge
when they are struggling to stay alive and are being banned from the
places they have set their hopes upon? It is the responsibility of those
with refuge to open their eyes, minds, and hearts to embrace their
fellow humans so we may all find refuge in one another when we are
most lost and afraid.
Ashley Kerchner, Textbook Manager, Bookstore;
Edgewood College B.S., 2010

Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 2
Ezekiel 37:12-14. I will open your graves and have you rise from them. I will put
my spirit in you that you may live.
This is a message from God to the Israelites living in exile in Babylon
after the fall of Jerusalem. A message offering comfort and a promise of
a brighter future. This is so relevant today for many of us seeking
comfort from the uncertainties in our country and in the world today.
These passages in the book of Ezekiel inspired the spiritual, “Dem Dry
Bones,” a song of hope for the hopeless. “Dem bones, dem bones, dem
dry bones gonna rise again. Now hear the word of the Lord.” A
beautiful promise from God. Thank you, God, for always giving hope.
John Gallagher,
Sunday Eucharist community member

Monday, April 3

John 8:1-11. “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing
adultery. In the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. So, what do
you say?” ... Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his finger.
... “Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at
her.” ... they went away one by one...So he was left alone with the woman before
him...Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go, and from now on do not
sin any more.”
It is easy to see the sin of others and condemn it, easy to be selfrighteous instead of righteous. It is also easy to feel trapped by our
situations in life or by our sin. As clever as these words of Jesus are, the
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Monday, March 13
Psalm 79:8-9, 11, 13. Do not hold past iniquities against us; may your
compassion come quickly, for we have been brought very low. Help us, God our
savior…deliver us, pardon our sins for your name's sake.
So many people have had difficult things happen to them in life that they
can only meet each day with so much hurt and a great deal of unresolved
needs. They transfer onto us the lingering effects of these past negative
markers. As a result, we are sometimes viewed with unrealistically great
expectations, or with a lot of unwarranted mistrust. God is not calling us
to cure these problems. Only God can do that. We are, however, expected
to offer people a chance to experience some of the goodness of God
through their contact with us. Will we fail in our efforts to do this?
Sometimes…But, we still need to do what we can – not just for them, but
also for us, because compassion completes the circle of grace. Without
it, self-knowledge will stagnate, our prayer life will become artificial,
and—most importantly—we will miss seeing and hearing those words of
God that can only be received when we are in service to others.
Robert J. Wicks, Everyday Simplicity: A Practical Guide to
Spiritual Growth (Sorin Books, 2000), pp. 145-146

Tuesday, March 14
Isaiah 1:10, 16-20. Make justice your aim: redress the wronged, hear the
orphan’s plea, defend the widow. Come now, let us set things right says
your God.
What does it mean to make justice your aim? It is a call to action. Lent
is a time to answer that call. Let us set things right by helping those in
need. Work for just causes such as living wages and equal pay for
women. Write or call your representatives to pass legislation which
provides affordable health insurance, housing, and education. Donate
food or volunteer at food pantries, nursing facilities, schools and
homeless shelters.
When one works to make things better by helping those who are
vulnerable, one is listening to God’s words. How pleasing it is to the
Lord when we show our faith through action.
Madeline Laufenberg, Edgewood College B.S., 1957
11

Wednesday, March 15
Jeremiah 18:18-20. Let us destroy him by his own tongue; let us carefully note
his every word.
In an attempt to undermine his influence, Jeremiah’s enemies decide to
turn his own language against him. Since Jeremiah is a prophet, “his
every word” is actually God’s word. By choosing to “carefully note”
what he says, they pay greater attention to the message he is trying to
deliver. Rather than “destroy(ing) him by his own tongue,” Jeremiah’s
enemies give greater focus to the very message they are trying to
undermine—the word of God!
When we choose to listen carefully to someone else, then, we grant
them power. Are we choosing wisely whose words we carefully note?
Do we listen as a constructive act (to understand, to gain empathy), or
as a destructive one (to criticize, tear down, etc.)? Our success in
seeking the truth would, it seems, depend heavily on our answers.
Scott Flanagan, Edgewood College President

Thursday, March 16

Jeremiah 17:5-10. Blessed is the one whose hope is God. That person is like a
tree planted beside the waters that stretches out its roots to the stream.
God, your kindness to the earth cascades in rain.
Streams brim, and reeds and lilies drink their fill.
The soil softens, and seedlings spurt to life.
Wherever you move, the womb of earth quickens,
and seed grips down, uncurls, and reaches for
the sun. The grasslands go green and gold with wheat,
hillsides heavy with grapes, pastures flocked.
All the earth shouts and sings for joy!
Life-giving God, my soul is in need of rain.
William J. O’Malley, S.J., Yielding: Prayers for Those
in Need of Hope (Liguori Publications, 1992), p. 23
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I believe the purpose of this conversation between Moses and God is to
remind us of God’s promise. Regardless of anything we might do to
stray from the path of joy God desires for us, God’s love will endure.
God promised.
Kevin Biller, Associate Professor of Economics,
Social Science Department

Friday, March 31
Psalm 34:17-21, 23. God confronts the evildoers, to destroy remembrance of
them from the earth. When the just cry out, God hears them, and from all their
distress God rescues them.
In my communication classes, I find that we are reflecting more than
ever on the idea of listening. There’s a popular phrase that suggests we
listen to respond rather than listening to understand. But that is
problematic when the just cry out. Even when we feel helpless and
unable to take sufficient action to help our fellow human beings in their
time of greatest need, we always have the ability to listen. I cannot help
but reflect on the instances in which I did not want someone to help me
find a solution, or how to reframe my line of thinking to be more
positive. Instead, I just wanted to be heard. And to be understood. I
wonder if our society could be a more productive and nurturing place if
we could all sincerely try to simply hear the cries of the just?
Bonnie Sierlecki, Assistant Professor,
Communication Studies Department

Saturday, April 1
Psalm 7:2-3, 9bc-12. O my God, in you I take refuge; save me from all my
pursuers and rescue me, lest I become like the lion’s prey, to be torn to pieces,
with no one to rescue me.
Refuge is a comfort that many take for granted. The comfort one feels
from the security of home, from the love of family and friends, or the
companionship of a beloved pet is a simple joy in life. Unfortunately,
the comfort of refuge is not a universal joy. What refuge is there for
those that need to flee the security of their homes, leave behind family,
21

Wednesday, March 29

Friday, March 17

Isaiah 49:8-15. For God comforts people and shows mercy to the afflicted.
Lent is a great time to reflect on God’s mercy and guidance in our
lives. This Scripture text reminds us of God’s undying love for us and
all of the blessings God bestows on us. In times of hardship or doubt,
we can turn to God because no matter how difficult things are, God
does not forget or ignore us. It is easy to feel abandoned during times
of stress, but in fact those are the times we need to turn to God most.
Isaiah’s text expresses that God does answer our prayers and will
watch over us. During this Lenten season, take the time to consider
God’s mercy in your life and challenge yourself to express gratitude
for God’s unfailing presence in your life. When we remember God’s
devotion to us, it strengthens our devotion to God.
Mary Hecht, Sophomore, Child Life

Thursday, March 30
Exodus 32:7-14. God said to Moses, “Go down at once to your people whom
you brought out of the land of Egypt, for they have become depraved.”
This scripture passage sounds very much like a conversation between
an old married couple confronting the occasional frustrations
of parenting.
God says to Moses, “Your people have become depraved.” Moses
says, “My people? They are your people.” God says to Moses, “I
would like to destroy these rebellious ones, and start over with you.”
Moses pleads, “God, you promised!”
We often understand God’s love toward us as a flowery sentiment of
affection, and that is all well and good. But any old married couple will
affirm that love often demands more than flowery sentiment. This
passage portrays God’s love as a promise. Does God need to be
reminded of the promise made to Abraham? Hardly.

20

Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a. Jacob loved Joseph best of all his sons,
for he was the child of his old age; and he had made him a long tunic.
When his brothers saw that their father loved him best of all his sons,
they hated him so much that they would not even greet him.
You can’t control much in this world. But you can control your reaction
to those things you cannot control. None of these brothers asked to be
born into the world. They couldn’t control Jacob’s (questionable)
choice to favor one son to the point it caused huge problems. But they
could control their reaction to that. Much is made in this terrible
passage about how God’s plans include both the good and the bad.
True. But these brothers of Joseph, who later compose the tribes of
Israel, have a chance to speak up against a bad idea. Only one, arguably
flawed, brother does, and that small shift changed Joseph’s fate from
death to the path of power God had in store for him. There are many
lessons here, but one stands out today: you don’t have to be perfect to
say and do the right thing at the right time.
Jeanne Leep, Professor, Department of Theatre Arts

Saturday, March 18

Micah 7:14-15, 18-20. Who is there like you, the God who removes guilt and
pardons sin for the remnant of your inheritance; who does not persist in anger
forever, but delights rather in clemency...you will show faithfulness to Jacob,
and grace to Abraham, as you have sworn to our ancestors from days of old.
I see the book of Micah as one of both warnings and blessings. The
themes I take from these passages are that of hurt and betrayal from
someone you love; and yet offering forgiveness, without retaliation.
When we do this, then we cannot begin to count our blessings, as the
blessings would be so many. I see the same being true for us today. If
we live with compassion and forgiveness, the number of blessings that
we then allow into our life become abundant. These passages talk of
peace that can be enjoyed; and when we follow the word of God, we
too can find the same peace. It is with this peace that we are able to
prosper; to be led into a promised land, to be protected by God. And
when we fall short, invoke pain or betrayal on others, commit sin, if we
repent, forgiveness will come our way. The last sentence in the passage,
to me, indicates a connection to our past; our familial and cultural past.
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When we respect and listen to previous generations, learn from them,
take to heart all that they have provided us, obey the word of God: we
will be cared for.
Will Hutter, Associate Dean, Marriage and Family Therapy Program,
Henry Predolin School of Nursing;
Edgewood College B.S., 1994; M.S., 1998

Third Sunday in Lent, March 19
Exodus 17:3-7. In those days, in their thirst for water, the people grumbled
against Moses, saying, “Why did you ever make us leave Egypt? Was it just to
have us die here of thirst with our children and our livestock?”
“the people grumbled”... sounds like a sound bite we have heard or read
from a daily news source lately. The exiled people following Moses were
thirsting for water, for direction, for purpose, for identity, for a place to
call home. Their grumbling served only to distract their focus, leading
them deeper into a sense of endless wandering, quarreling with one
another, testing their chosen leader Moses and challenging—“is God in
our midst or not”? What a great question to ask. Simply asking led them
to the very source of their need and nourishment.
Like the Israelites, WE TOO THIRST, as we search for Truth in our
wounded world today. We thirst and long for hope, for peace, for an end
to senseless quarreling. Lest we let our focus become distracted, we need
to seek, ask for and discover daily the breath and presence of God in the
faces of one another.
Maggie Hopkins, O.P.,
Vice President, Dominican Life & Mission

Monday, March 20 – Feast of St. Joseph

Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a. Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he
was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her
quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of God appeared to him
in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your
wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been
conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins.”
14

If we want to focus on creating a world where there is rejoicing and
happiness, or in other words, a just and compassionate world, then we
need to focus on our goodness and the goodness of others. Through
prayer and reflection I have come to realize that one of the best ways to
do this is through service. This can be random acts of kindness or
volunteering for a local charity.
For me, it comes down to the belief that we are each precious and
unique beings created by God, and we are all “good.” Let's make sure
we treat everyone accordingly.
Steve Bullock, Assistant Director for Servant Leadership,
Dominican Life

Tuesday, March 28
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12. I saw water flowing out from beneath the threshold of the
temple toward the east...there was now a river through which I could not wade;
for the water had risen so high it had become a river that could not be crossed
except by swimming.
We are now into the 4th week of Lent and the reading from Ezekiel
tells us that the water flowing from the right side of the temple has
become faster, deeper and stronger. Walking and/or wading are now
impossible. Swimming is the only way to cross the river. The blessings
flowing from the presence of God are becoming more intense and the
signs of life are all around. We, as Christians, are the signs of God’s
presence in the world today. The river that nourishes every living
creature also nourishes us and gives us strength to bring God’s presence
to others.
How will I, strengthened by the river of God’s presence, live out my
Christian calling to others?
Barbara Dannhausen, O.P., Edgewood College Board of Trustees;
Edgewood College B.A., 1962
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Today, take time to stop, look and listen for the extraordinary carried by
the ordinary.
Christine Melland, Instructional Designer and Online Faculty
Development Specialist; Edgewood College M.A., 2015

Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 26
1 Samuel 16: 1b, 6-7, 10-13a. Not as humans see does God see, because
humans see the appearance but God looks into the heart.
As an Orthodox Christian who grew up Roman Catholic, it is very
special to me when both Easter (Gregorian) and Pascha (Julian) fall on
the same day—as it happily does in 2017! In my spiritual search, I
prayed for God’s guidance in finding the spiritual tradition that was
right for me. As God did with David, God looked past my exterior,
searched me, and chose me. Thanks to God’s providence, I was
empowered to go down the devotional path that fulfilled me, secure in
the knowledge that my Roman Catholic upbringing had been part of
that path. As Samuel’s anointment caused the Holy Spirit to rush upon
David, I am struck by deep joy each time I chant Christ is risen from
the dead, Trampling down death by death, And upon those in the tombs
bestowing life!
Carol D. Griskavich, Administrative Coordinator,
COR Program/School of Integrative Studies

I’m sure it was quite unsettling for Joseph to find out that his betrothed
was with child and caused him feelings of betrayal. Yet in the face of
that, Joseph wanted to do the right thing by Mary by quietly leaving her,
which shows his character. Finally, it would have taken a true leap of
faith to stay with Mary believing that what the angel of God said was real
and it wasn’t all just a dream.
Arhelia Dalla Costa Behm, Employee Relations Specialist,
Human Resources Office

Tuesday, March 21
Matthew 18: 21-35. Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother
or sister sins against me, how often must I forgive them? As many as seven
times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.”
Centering around the theme of forgiveness, this passage illustrates the
importance of compassion in our lives. Especially now, understanding,
learning, and being able to forgive are so vital in navigating our world.
Both our ‘brothers and sisters’ but also those we don’t know so well,
from different backgrounds and with varying life experiences. To me, the
only person whose shoes you truly know what it’s like to walk in are
your own. Yet we cannot stop trying to learn, understand and forgive
those around us. Being a compassionate and forgiving individual means
employing those practices in our daily lives. Acknowledging and
understanding where we are separate, in turn, brings us closer together.
Ben Kjorlie, Multimedia Content Creator,
Marketing and Strategic Communications

Monday, March 27
Isaiah 65:17-21. Thus says our God: “Lo, I am about to create new heavens and
a new earth; the things of the past shall not be remembered or come to mind.
Instead, there shall always be rejoicing and happiness in what I create.”
In this scripture reading there is a line attributed to God, “...there shall
always be rejoicing and happiness in what I create.” This makes me
think about the creation story when God created everything, including
humans, and God said, “It is good.” We are all inherently good because
we were created in the image of God. It is because of our free will that
we stray from our inherent “goodness.”
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Wednesday, March 22
Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9. Moses spoke to the people and said: “Now, Israel, hear
the statutes and decrees which I am teaching you to observe, that you may live,
and may enter in and take possession of the land which the God of your
ancestors is giving you…For what great nation is there that has gods so close to
it as our God is to us whenever we call upon God?”
When I read the passage “For what great nation is there that has gods
so close to it as our God is to us whenever we call upon God,” I’m
reminded of a picture and passage my mother hangs on her wall titled
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“Footprints.” In the picture, one of God’s children looks down and sees
only one set of footprints and realizes that it is God that has carried
him through. Also in this scripture, Moses reminds us to stay
spiritually strong and keep faith that God will bless us with an
abundance of all good things. As a nation and a community, we’ve
come to know that God is a God of love despite our circumstances and
regardless of our race, ethnicity, religion or background. As this nation
continues to evolve, let’s keep the words and commandments of God
close to our hearts and remember that God is close and we shall call
upon God for deliverance.
Derek Johnson, Director of Freshman Admissions;
Edgewood College M.A., 2012

Thursday, March 23
Jeremiah 7:23-28. This is the nation that does not listen to the voice of its God
or take correction. Faithfulness has disappeared; the word itself is banished
from their speech.
I was raised with a faith in God, and faith in adults, especially the
leaders of our country and those around the world, who held their
positions of authority because they were wise and could be trusted to
make decisions in the best interests of the people they served. I find my
faith in the latter sorely tested in recent months.
Do our leaders—do we—have the faith to listen to God’s voice, walk in
the ways in which God has commanded us, and be God’s people?
Kathleen Otterson, Senior Lecturer, Music Department;
Director of the Women’s Choir

Friday, March 24
Mark 12:28-34. One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the
commandments, which is the most important?” “The most important one,”
answered Jesus, is this: ‘…Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
The Lord God is one God, and you shall love your God with all your
heart. This passage reminds me that although we may be of many
16

faiths—Christian, Muslim, Jewish, and all the others—we all believe in
the same God, the one who created us and this place where we live. It’s
the second commandment, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” that
seems so important to me. It’s through our shared love of God that we
realize all people are our neighbors and worthy of our love. It’s through
our love of God that we understand that we are worthy; we need to love
ourselves first to share this love with others. If we understand these two
commandments and follow them, all else will fall into place, we
become better people, we make this world a better place.
Mary Hoffman, Staff Accountant, Business Office;
Edgewood College B.S., 1990

Saturday, March 25 – The Annunciation
Luke 1: 26-38. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most
High...” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations
with a man?” And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. And behold,
Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is
the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible
for God.”
Our text for today reminds us, once again, that God breaks into our
world through ordinary people charged with extraordinary missions.
Mary’s reaction of “How can this be?” echoes that of her ancestors,
from the dumbfounded Abraham and Sarah to a stunned Moses at the
burning bush. She foreshadows the response of Saul, turned into Paul
after a blinding revelation on the road to Damascus. I think we can all
see ourselves posing the same question.
For me, this text is a call to remember to stop, look and listen. God is at
work in our world, and usually it is in the most unexpected ways and
places, and carried by the most unlikely messengers. What have I
missed, because I wasn’t listening? Who have I dismissed, because they
didn’t look like my idea of God’s representative?
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“Footprints.” In the picture, one of God’s children looks down and sees
only one set of footprints and realizes that it is God that has carried
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abundance of all good things. As a nation and a community, we’ve
come to know that God is a God of love despite our circumstances and
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I was raised with a faith in God, and faith in adults, especially the
leaders of our country and those around the world, who held their
positions of authority because they were wise and could be trusted to
make decisions in the best interests of the people they served. I find my
faith in the latter sorely tested in recent months.
Do our leaders—do we—have the faith to listen to God’s voice, walk in
the ways in which God has commanded us, and be God’s people?
Kathleen Otterson, Senior Lecturer, Music Department;
Director of the Women’s Choir
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Mark 12:28-34. One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the
commandments, which is the most important?” “The most important one,”
answered Jesus, is this: ‘…Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
The Lord God is one God, and you shall love your God with all your
heart. This passage reminds me that although we may be of many
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faiths—Christian, Muslim, Jewish, and all the others—we all believe in
the same God, the one who created us and this place where we live. It’s
the second commandment, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” that
seems so important to me. It’s through our shared love of God that we
realize all people are our neighbors and worthy of our love. It’s through
our love of God that we understand that we are worthy; we need to love
ourselves first to share this love with others. If we understand these two
commandments and follow them, all else will fall into place, we
become better people, we make this world a better place.
Mary Hoffman, Staff Accountant, Business Office;
Edgewood College B.S., 1990

Saturday, March 25 – The Annunciation
Luke 1: 26-38. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most
High...” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations
with a man?” And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. And behold,
Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is
the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible
for God.”
Our text for today reminds us, once again, that God breaks into our
world through ordinary people charged with extraordinary missions.
Mary’s reaction of “How can this be?” echoes that of her ancestors,
from the dumbfounded Abraham and Sarah to a stunned Moses at the
burning bush. She foreshadows the response of Saul, turned into Paul
after a blinding revelation on the road to Damascus. I think we can all
see ourselves posing the same question.
For me, this text is a call to remember to stop, look and listen. God is at
work in our world, and usually it is in the most unexpected ways and
places, and carried by the most unlikely messengers. What have I
missed, because I wasn’t listening? Who have I dismissed, because they
didn’t look like my idea of God’s representative?
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Today, take time to stop, look and listen for the extraordinary carried by
the ordinary.
Christine Melland, Instructional Designer and Online Faculty
Development Specialist; Edgewood College M.A., 2015

Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 26
1 Samuel 16: 1b, 6-7, 10-13a. Not as humans see does God see, because
humans see the appearance but God looks into the heart.
As an Orthodox Christian who grew up Roman Catholic, it is very
special to me when both Easter (Gregorian) and Pascha (Julian) fall on
the same day—as it happily does in 2017! In my spiritual search, I
prayed for God’s guidance in finding the spiritual tradition that was
right for me. As God did with David, God looked past my exterior,
searched me, and chose me. Thanks to God’s providence, I was
empowered to go down the devotional path that fulfilled me, secure in
the knowledge that my Roman Catholic upbringing had been part of
that path. As Samuel’s anointment caused the Holy Spirit to rush upon
David, I am struck by deep joy each time I chant Christ is risen from
the dead, Trampling down death by death, And upon those in the tombs
bestowing life!
Carol D. Griskavich, Administrative Coordinator,
COR Program/School of Integrative Studies

I’m sure it was quite unsettling for Joseph to find out that his betrothed
was with child and caused him feelings of betrayal. Yet in the face of
that, Joseph wanted to do the right thing by Mary by quietly leaving her,
which shows his character. Finally, it would have taken a true leap of
faith to stay with Mary believing that what the angel of God said was real
and it wasn’t all just a dream.
Arhelia Dalla Costa Behm, Employee Relations Specialist,
Human Resources Office

Tuesday, March 21
Matthew 18: 21-35. Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother
or sister sins against me, how often must I forgive them? As many as seven
times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.”
Centering around the theme of forgiveness, this passage illustrates the
importance of compassion in our lives. Especially now, understanding,
learning, and being able to forgive are so vital in navigating our world.
Both our ‘brothers and sisters’ but also those we don’t know so well,
from different backgrounds and with varying life experiences. To me, the
only person whose shoes you truly know what it’s like to walk in are
your own. Yet we cannot stop trying to learn, understand and forgive
those around us. Being a compassionate and forgiving individual means
employing those practices in our daily lives. Acknowledging and
understanding where we are separate, in turn, brings us closer together.
Ben Kjorlie, Multimedia Content Creator,
Marketing and Strategic Communications

Monday, March 27
Isaiah 65:17-21. Thus says our God: “Lo, I am about to create new heavens and
a new earth; the things of the past shall not be remembered or come to mind.
Instead, there shall always be rejoicing and happiness in what I create.”
In this scripture reading there is a line attributed to God, “...there shall
always be rejoicing and happiness in what I create.” This makes me
think about the creation story when God created everything, including
humans, and God said, “It is good.” We are all inherently good because
we were created in the image of God. It is because of our free will that
we stray from our inherent “goodness.”
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Wednesday, March 22
Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9. Moses spoke to the people and said: “Now, Israel, hear
the statutes and decrees which I am teaching you to observe, that you may live,
and may enter in and take possession of the land which the God of your
ancestors is giving you…For what great nation is there that has gods so close to
it as our God is to us whenever we call upon God?”
When I read the passage “For what great nation is there that has gods
so close to it as our God is to us whenever we call upon God,” I’m
reminded of a picture and passage my mother hangs on her wall titled
15

When we respect and listen to previous generations, learn from them,
take to heart all that they have provided us, obey the word of God: we
will be cared for.
Will Hutter, Associate Dean, Marriage and Family Therapy Program,
Henry Predolin School of Nursing;
Edgewood College B.S., 1994; M.S., 1998

Third Sunday in Lent, March 19
Exodus 17:3-7. In those days, in their thirst for water, the people grumbled
against Moses, saying, “Why did you ever make us leave Egypt? Was it just to
have us die here of thirst with our children and our livestock?”
“the people grumbled”... sounds like a sound bite we have heard or read
from a daily news source lately. The exiled people following Moses were
thirsting for water, for direction, for purpose, for identity, for a place to
call home. Their grumbling served only to distract their focus, leading
them deeper into a sense of endless wandering, quarreling with one
another, testing their chosen leader Moses and challenging—“is God in
our midst or not”? What a great question to ask. Simply asking led them
to the very source of their need and nourishment.
Like the Israelites, WE TOO THIRST, as we search for Truth in our
wounded world today. We thirst and long for hope, for peace, for an end
to senseless quarreling. Lest we let our focus become distracted, we need
to seek, ask for and discover daily the breath and presence of God in the
faces of one another.
Maggie Hopkins, O.P.,
Vice President, Dominican Life & Mission

Monday, March 20 – Feast of St. Joseph

Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a. Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he
was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her
quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of God appeared to him
in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your
wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been
conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins.”
14

If we want to focus on creating a world where there is rejoicing and
happiness, or in other words, a just and compassionate world, then we
need to focus on our goodness and the goodness of others. Through
prayer and reflection I have come to realize that one of the best ways to
do this is through service. This can be random acts of kindness or
volunteering for a local charity.
For me, it comes down to the belief that we are each precious and
unique beings created by God, and we are all “good.” Let's make sure
we treat everyone accordingly.
Steve Bullock, Assistant Director for Servant Leadership,
Dominican Life

Tuesday, March 28
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12. I saw water flowing out from beneath the threshold of the
temple toward the east...there was now a river through which I could not wade;
for the water had risen so high it had become a river that could not be crossed
except by swimming.
We are now into the 4th week of Lent and the reading from Ezekiel
tells us that the water flowing from the right side of the temple has
become faster, deeper and stronger. Walking and/or wading are now
impossible. Swimming is the only way to cross the river. The blessings
flowing from the presence of God are becoming more intense and the
signs of life are all around. We, as Christians, are the signs of God’s
presence in the world today. The river that nourishes every living
creature also nourishes us and gives us strength to bring God’s presence
to others.
How will I, strengthened by the river of God’s presence, live out my
Christian calling to others?
Barbara Dannhausen, O.P., Edgewood College Board of Trustees;
Edgewood College B.A., 1962
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Wednesday, March 29

Friday, March 17

Isaiah 49:8-15. For God comforts people and shows mercy to the afflicted.
Lent is a great time to reflect on God’s mercy and guidance in our
lives. This Scripture text reminds us of God’s undying love for us and
all of the blessings God bestows on us. In times of hardship or doubt,
we can turn to God because no matter how difficult things are, God
does not forget or ignore us. It is easy to feel abandoned during times
of stress, but in fact those are the times we need to turn to God most.
Isaiah’s text expresses that God does answer our prayers and will
watch over us. During this Lenten season, take the time to consider
God’s mercy in your life and challenge yourself to express gratitude
for God’s unfailing presence in your life. When we remember God’s
devotion to us, it strengthens our devotion to God.
Mary Hecht, Sophomore, Child Life

Thursday, March 30
Exodus 32:7-14. God said to Moses, “Go down at once to your people whom
you brought out of the land of Egypt, for they have become depraved.”
This scripture passage sounds very much like a conversation between
an old married couple confronting the occasional frustrations
of parenting.
God says to Moses, “Your people have become depraved.” Moses
says, “My people? They are your people.” God says to Moses, “I
would like to destroy these rebellious ones, and start over with you.”
Moses pleads, “God, you promised!”
We often understand God’s love toward us as a flowery sentiment of
affection, and that is all well and good. But any old married couple will
affirm that love often demands more than flowery sentiment. This
passage portrays God’s love as a promise. Does God need to be
reminded of the promise made to Abraham? Hardly.
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Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a. Jacob loved Joseph best of all his sons,
for he was the child of his old age; and he had made him a long tunic.
When his brothers saw that their father loved him best of all his sons,
they hated him so much that they would not even greet him.
You can’t control much in this world. But you can control your reaction
to those things you cannot control. None of these brothers asked to be
born into the world. They couldn’t control Jacob’s (questionable)
choice to favor one son to the point it caused huge problems. But they
could control their reaction to that. Much is made in this terrible
passage about how God’s plans include both the good and the bad.
True. But these brothers of Joseph, who later compose the tribes of
Israel, have a chance to speak up against a bad idea. Only one, arguably
flawed, brother does, and that small shift changed Joseph’s fate from
death to the path of power God had in store for him. There are many
lessons here, but one stands out today: you don’t have to be perfect to
say and do the right thing at the right time.
Jeanne Leep, Professor, Department of Theatre Arts

Saturday, March 18

Micah 7:14-15, 18-20. Who is there like you, the God who removes guilt and
pardons sin for the remnant of your inheritance; who does not persist in anger
forever, but delights rather in clemency...you will show faithfulness to Jacob,
and grace to Abraham, as you have sworn to our ancestors from days of old.
I see the book of Micah as one of both warnings and blessings. The
themes I take from these passages are that of hurt and betrayal from
someone you love; and yet offering forgiveness, without retaliation.
When we do this, then we cannot begin to count our blessings, as the
blessings would be so many. I see the same being true for us today. If
we live with compassion and forgiveness, the number of blessings that
we then allow into our life become abundant. These passages talk of
peace that can be enjoyed; and when we follow the word of God, we
too can find the same peace. It is with this peace that we are able to
prosper; to be led into a promised land, to be protected by God. And
when we fall short, invoke pain or betrayal on others, commit sin, if we
repent, forgiveness will come our way. The last sentence in the passage,
to me, indicates a connection to our past; our familial and cultural past.
13

Wednesday, March 15
Jeremiah 18:18-20. Let us destroy him by his own tongue; let us carefully note
his every word.
In an attempt to undermine his influence, Jeremiah’s enemies decide to
turn his own language against him. Since Jeremiah is a prophet, “his
every word” is actually God’s word. By choosing to “carefully note”
what he says, they pay greater attention to the message he is trying to
deliver. Rather than “destroy(ing) him by his own tongue,” Jeremiah’s
enemies give greater focus to the very message they are trying to
undermine—the word of God!
When we choose to listen carefully to someone else, then, we grant
them power. Are we choosing wisely whose words we carefully note?
Do we listen as a constructive act (to understand, to gain empathy), or
as a destructive one (to criticize, tear down, etc.)? Our success in
seeking the truth would, it seems, depend heavily on our answers.
Scott Flanagan, Edgewood College President

Thursday, March 16

Jeremiah 17:5-10. Blessed is the one whose hope is God. That person is like a
tree planted beside the waters that stretches out its roots to the stream.
God, your kindness to the earth cascades in rain.
Streams brim, and reeds and lilies drink their fill.
The soil softens, and seedlings spurt to life.
Wherever you move, the womb of earth quickens,
and seed grips down, uncurls, and reaches for
the sun. The grasslands go green and gold with wheat,
hillsides heavy with grapes, pastures flocked.
All the earth shouts and sings for joy!
Life-giving God, my soul is in need of rain.
William J. O’Malley, S.J., Yielding: Prayers for Those
in Need of Hope (Liguori Publications, 1992), p. 23
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I believe the purpose of this conversation between Moses and God is to
remind us of God’s promise. Regardless of anything we might do to
stray from the path of joy God desires for us, God’s love will endure.
God promised.
Kevin Biller, Associate Professor of Economics,
Social Science Department

Friday, March 31
Psalm 34:17-21, 23. God confronts the evildoers, to destroy remembrance of
them from the earth. When the just cry out, God hears them, and from all their
distress God rescues them.
In my communication classes, I find that we are reflecting more than
ever on the idea of listening. There’s a popular phrase that suggests we
listen to respond rather than listening to understand. But that is
problematic when the just cry out. Even when we feel helpless and
unable to take sufficient action to help our fellow human beings in their
time of greatest need, we always have the ability to listen. I cannot help
but reflect on the instances in which I did not want someone to help me
find a solution, or how to reframe my line of thinking to be more
positive. Instead, I just wanted to be heard. And to be understood. I
wonder if our society could be a more productive and nurturing place if
we could all sincerely try to simply hear the cries of the just?
Bonnie Sierlecki, Assistant Professor,
Communication Studies Department

Saturday, April 1
Psalm 7:2-3, 9bc-12. O my God, in you I take refuge; save me from all my
pursuers and rescue me, lest I become like the lion’s prey, to be torn to pieces,
with no one to rescue me.
Refuge is a comfort that many take for granted. The comfort one feels
from the security of home, from the love of family and friends, or the
companionship of a beloved pet is a simple joy in life. Unfortunately,
the comfort of refuge is not a universal joy. What refuge is there for
those that need to flee the security of their homes, leave behind family,
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friends, or a beloved pet to save their lives? Some are lucky to at least
keep their families together, but not all. Where can they find refuge
when they are struggling to stay alive and are being banned from the
places they have set their hopes upon? It is the responsibility of those
with refuge to open their eyes, minds, and hearts to embrace their
fellow humans so we may all find refuge in one another when we are
most lost and afraid.
Ashley Kerchner, Textbook Manager, Bookstore;
Edgewood College B.S., 2010

Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 2
Ezekiel 37:12-14. I will open your graves and have you rise from them. I will put
my spirit in you that you may live.
This is a message from God to the Israelites living in exile in Babylon
after the fall of Jerusalem. A message offering comfort and a promise of
a brighter future. This is so relevant today for many of us seeking
comfort from the uncertainties in our country and in the world today.
These passages in the book of Ezekiel inspired the spiritual, “Dem Dry
Bones,” a song of hope for the hopeless. “Dem bones, dem bones, dem
dry bones gonna rise again. Now hear the word of the Lord.” A
beautiful promise from God. Thank you, God, for always giving hope.
John Gallagher,
Sunday Eucharist community member

Monday, April 3

John 8:1-11. “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing
adultery. In the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. So, what do
you say?” ... Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his finger.
... “Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at
her.” ... they went away one by one...So he was left alone with the woman before
him...Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go, and from now on do not
sin any more.”
It is easy to see the sin of others and condemn it, easy to be selfrighteous instead of righteous. It is also easy to feel trapped by our
situations in life or by our sin. As clever as these words of Jesus are, the
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Monday, March 13
Psalm 79:8-9, 11, 13. Do not hold past iniquities against us; may your
compassion come quickly, for we have been brought very low. Help us, God our
savior…deliver us, pardon our sins for your name's sake.
So many people have had difficult things happen to them in life that they
can only meet each day with so much hurt and a great deal of unresolved
needs. They transfer onto us the lingering effects of these past negative
markers. As a result, we are sometimes viewed with unrealistically great
expectations, or with a lot of unwarranted mistrust. God is not calling us
to cure these problems. Only God can do that. We are, however, expected
to offer people a chance to experience some of the goodness of God
through their contact with us. Will we fail in our efforts to do this?
Sometimes…But, we still need to do what we can – not just for them, but
also for us, because compassion completes the circle of grace. Without
it, self-knowledge will stagnate, our prayer life will become artificial,
and—most importantly—we will miss seeing and hearing those words of
God that can only be received when we are in service to others.
Robert J. Wicks, Everyday Simplicity: A Practical Guide to
Spiritual Growth (Sorin Books, 2000), pp. 145-146

Tuesday, March 14
Isaiah 1:10, 16-20. Make justice your aim: redress the wronged, hear the
orphan’s plea, defend the widow. Come now, let us set things right says
your God.
What does it mean to make justice your aim? It is a call to action. Lent
is a time to answer that call. Let us set things right by helping those in
need. Work for just causes such as living wages and equal pay for
women. Write or call your representatives to pass legislation which
provides affordable health insurance, housing, and education. Donate
food or volunteer at food pantries, nursing facilities, schools and
homeless shelters.
When one works to make things better by helping those who are
vulnerable, one is listening to God’s words. How pleasing it is to the
Lord when we show our faith through action.
Madeline Laufenberg, Edgewood College B.S., 1957
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God requires an agreement from us. In return, God offers an agreement
to fulfill God’s promises.
Merriam-Webster defines agreement as “an arrangement as to a course
of action.” In Deuteronomy 26: 16-19 we are entering into an
agreement with God and promising to take action. God is promising to
take action on our behalf and deliver on God’s promises. It seems
almost transactional; this for that. Do not be fooled, the key is “all your
heart and all your soul.” This is not an equation, but a request for
devotion and emotion. We are meant to be active, involved, passionate
about our faith. Passivity, timidity, and inaction will not fulfill this
agreement. Today we are meant to take enthusiastic action!
Deron Kling, Director of Information Technology

Second Sunday in Lent, March 12
Genesis 12:1-4a. God said to Abram: “Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk
and from your parents’ house to a land that I will show you.”
Abram displayed faith and trust as he made this difficult choice to
relocate to a place unknown. He was given a choice that would not only
affect his life, but also the lives of others, and even those yet to come.
Day by day, minute by minute we all make choices that impact our
lives and the lives of those around us. If these choices are made within a
deep commitment to faith and goodness, then hopefully we, and those
around us, will be blessed as well. But this is not always easy. My 14year-old daughter recently expressed, “Sometimes it’s hard to always
be a good person.” This statement has resonated with me ever since.
What drives us to make certain choices in a society of such unrest and
divisiveness? We must return to faith and trust. Faith in that which is
good and trust that our goodness will be blessed and will generate
blessings for those that surround us.
Dana Hagerman, Assistant Professor and Associate Dean of
Undergraduate Programs, School of Education
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deeper beauty of this gospel rests in the final words of Jesus to the
woman, the simple command to avoid the sin. It frees us from the
snares others set for us or those we foolishly walk into by ourselves. In
this gospel we see again that boundless compassion spills out from God
through Jesus to all of us. All the time. Thank God!
Laurin Wenig, 40 Days of Grace (XXIII Publications, 1996) p. 125

Tuesday, April 4
Psalm 102:2-3, 16-21. O God, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to you. Do
not hide your face from me when I am in distress. Turn your ear to me; when I
call, answer me quickly. God will respond to the prayer of the destitute; and will
not despise their plea.
En momentos de profundo sufrimiento, cuando todo parece incierto,
cuando las enfermedades ocupan nuestro cuerpo, mente, o espíritu;
cuando todo lo que hemos intentado sale mal; cuando creemos que no
hay una buena salida para una mala situación, usualmente volteamos
hacia Dios, y demandamos solución, apoyo, y protección inmediatos.
Esperamos ser escuchados y recibir una respuesta a nuestras
peticiones de inmediato. Respondamos a aquellos necesitados con la
misma eficiencia que nosotros esperamos durante nuestros momentos
de consternación; atendamos a aquellos que necesitan ser escuchados;
encontremos la forma de ayudar a aquellos que sufren, a aquellos
prisioneros del miedo, de las enfermedades, de la soledad, o del vació;
seamos el instrumento con el que la comunidad se construye en mayor
armonía, con los valores que proclamamos como nuestros; y tengamos
fe en la protección y guía que recibiremos al caminar este camino.
In moments of profound distress, when everything seems uncertain;
when sickness pervades in our body, mind, or spirit; when everything
we have tried is going wrong; when we believe there is not a good exit
for a bad situation, we usually turn to God, and demand immediate
relief, support, and protection. We expect to be heard and to receive
immediate response to our requests. Let us respond to those in need
with the same efficiency we expect during our dismay; let us give our full
attention to those who need to be heard; let us find the way to assist those
in distress, those prisoners of fear, illness, solitude, or emptiness; let us
be the instruments with which a community is built in greater harmony
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with the values we proclaim we embrace; and let us have faith in the
protection and guidance we will receive as we walk through this path.
Beatriz E. Aguilar, Professor and Chair,
Music Department

Wednesday, April 5
Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95. Nebuchadnezzar rose in haste and asked his nobles,
“Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” “Assuredly, O King,” they
answered. “But,” he replied, “I see four men unfettered and unhurt, walking in
the fire, and the fourth looks like a son of God.” Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed,
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who sent an angel to
deliver the servants who trusted in God; they disobeyed the royal command and
yielded their bodies rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.”
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were saved from the fiery furnace by
God because they honored God and did the right thing. Difficult times in
our lives are like that fiery furnace. People—sometimes even people of
authority—will ask us to do the wrong thing and defy our ethical
standards. This passage reminds us that we can and indeed must stay true
to God's law and our own selves, regardless of the consequences, because
God will stand by us and keep us safe from harm. God not only knows
our suffering in trials, God goes with us through them. Doing the right
thing isn’t always easy, but it is always right.
Lindsay Wood, Office Coordinator,
Information Technology Services Office

could sing like that, did ya?” Family and friends dissolved into smiles,
tears, laughter. I’m sure the angels were happy to welcome Herman into
the choir.
Becky Rice, Administrative Assistant,
School of Arts and Sciences/Dominican Life

Friday, March 10
Ezekiel 18:21-28. But if the wicked turn away from all the sin they committed…
and do what is right and just… None of their crimes shall be remembered…they
shall live because of the virtue they have practiced. And if the virtuous turn from
the path of virtue to do evil…None of their virtuous deeds shall be remembered…
You say, ‘God’s way is not fair!’...Is it my way that is unfair, or rather are not your
ways unfair?
It’s Friday. The end of the week. Time to look forward to a couple of
days off from work and to catch up with stuff at home and just enjoy
some fun or relaxation.
However, in the spirit of “fun or relaxation” the Lenten passage
selected for today is a mite troubling. It warns that if I slip from being
good, then I die. It also says that I can lead an evil life and at the last
minute switch to being good and all is forgiven. No wonder the passage
includes the complaint “God’s way is not fair!”
I know it’s a prophet’s job to shake people up and Ezekiel is doing a
good job of it, but I’m lucky I have a belief in a God as taught to me by
Jesus—a loving God, one who reaches out to embrace me no matter
what I have done. All I have to do is open my heart—even on a Friday.
Peter Fabian, Professor, Psychology Department

Thursday, April 6
Genesis 17:3-9. I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which
you are now staying.
These verses bring to mind my own father who treasured the land on
which he was born and that he cared for, for nearly 95 years. He once
told me he felt closest to God when he was out on a tractor working the
land. God spoke to him at those times. His covenant was with the land,
gifts were given and gifts received from many plantings and harvests.
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Saturday, March 11
Deuteronomy 26:16-19. Today you are making this agreement with God: God is
to be your God and you are to walk in God’s ways and observe God’s statutes,
commandments and decrees and to hearken to God’s voice. And today God is
making this agreement with you: you are to be a people peculiarly God’s own,
as God promised you...
In reading this scripture text I found myself focusing on the word
‘agreement.’ While we are commanded to observe statutes and decrees,
9

Wednesday, March 8
Jonah 3:1-10. The word of God came to Jonah a second time: “Set out for the
great city of Nineveh, and announce to it the message that I will tell you.”
Sometimes we just don’t want to do things—even if we’re asked to do
them. This might seem more likely for children, but I think we adults
are guilty at times, too. Jonah was no different, and I think being
swallowed by a whale changed his mind. He decided he best go out, do
God’s will and “announce the message.” We have our own territory to
cover.
God has expectations of us, too, and we often forget the influence we
can have on what happens in life—not just ours but those around us. If
we focus on the positive and the good—perhaps even covering
ourselves in symbolic sackcloth and ash at times—it just might level the
playing field. Even a king can lay aside his robe and join other “humans
and beasts” to turn from evil ways and ask for forgiveness.
Let’s do it. The timing is perfect.
Eileen B. Murphy, Researcher, Institutional Advancement Office;
Edgewood College B.S., 1969

Thursday, March 9
Psalm 138:1-3, 7-8. I will give thanks to you, God, with all my heart...in the
presence of the angels I will sing your praise.
My uncle Herman, a Kentucky farmer, was the most cheerful and
even-tempered of my mother’s siblings. He would often sing on his
way out to the fields in the morning—usually a gospel hymn. Herman
spent his final years in a growing fog of dementia, yet retained an
amazing memory of the old hymns of his youth. Realizing time was
short, Herman’s son-in-law spent some hours sitting beside him with a
recording device, encouraging him to sing the gospel favorites.
At the funeral several months later, the minister concluded by
announcing that Herman would have the last word. Someone
flipped the switch on the sound system. Out came a recording of
Herman's voice singing a verse of “When the Roll Is Called Up
Yonder,” followed by his satisfied comment: “I betcha didn’t know I
8

He saw new possibilities, new crops, and new generations. Even with
Alzheimer’s disease in his last months he never forgot the land and the
farm. The land was a gift to him; he passed its treasure on to my
brothers and their families. What is it you treasure in this season of
Lent? How will you share it with those of the next generation?
Margaret O'Brien, O.P., Retired Professor, School of Education;
Edgewood College B.S., 1970; M.A., 1994

Friday, April 7
Jeremiah 20:10-13. I hear the whisperings of many: “Terror on every side!
Denounce! let us denounce him!” All those who were my friends are on the
watch for any misstep of mine.
This passage brings to mind the current political and social tensions in
our country. Neighbors, friends, and family are divided by differing
political beliefs.
We view the world from our individual perspectives and it is difficult to
see through other lenses. This makes the divide between “sides” seem
larger and impossible to bridge. Rather than falling prey to thoughts of
vengeance, I try to take positive action by embracing the Dominican
values, especially when I feel my efforts are futile.
When mistreated by others, remain confident in yourself. Look to the
value of Truth to help you remain firm as you seek a fair resolution.
Rather than seeking vengeance, seek healing. Look to Compassion and
Community to help bridge the gaps created by differences of belief,
knowing that some differences stem from fear and ignorance rather than
hatred. Look to Partnership as you support those who are being
condemned. It is through those positive actions that we may attain the
Justice we are seeking for all members of our community.
Trish Tegen, Assistant Dean for Academic Operations,
Academic Dean's Office
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Saturday, April 8

Jeremiah 31: 10-13. Hear the word of God, O nations, proclaim it on distant
isles, and say: The One who scattered Israel, now gathers them together, and
guards them as a shepherd guards a flock...I will turn their mourning into joy, I
will console and gladden them after their sorrows.
This passage speaks to me through the lens of God protecting the
vulnerable and marginalized. It also reminds me that although there are
human-made atrocities in this world, that our faith affirms that God will
redeem, sometimes in this life…other times in the afterlife. Faith in
God’s love and knowledge of God’s protection further affirms hope and
resiliency when life seems dim, and awareness of suffering throughout
the world seems overwhelming. God loves and will ultimately reward
the most vulnerable, even though people may not do so on this earth.
God loves all God’s children.
Roberta Pawlak, Professor & Associate Dean
for Graduate Programs, Henry Predolin School of Nursing

Monday, March 6
Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18. You should not go about spreading slander among
your kin… Do not stand by idly when your neighbor’s life is at stake…Take no
revenge and cherish no grudge.
You should not go about spreading slander among your kin—my kin
is the world in which I live. Do not stand by idly when your
neighbour’s life is at stake—a call to action. Take no revenge and
cherish no grudge—what to do when life calls you to action. This
passage reminds me of the fact that I live in a global context, that what
I do every day impacts those around me and that love is what guides
the choices that I make. To live is to engage with one another— to
extend one’s embrace to include all with whom one comes in
contact—be it physically or virtually, using one’s heart.
Kathleen M. Kelm, Adjunct Faculty,
Computing and Information Sciences Department

Tuesday, March 7

Holy Week – Palm Sunday, April 9
Isaiah 50:4-7. God has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know how
to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them. Morning after morning God
opens my ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have not turned back.
Sticks and stones can break our bones. So too can words and wit bruise
our hearts. Words convey energy. They express power. Like sticks and
stones, they can be used as tools or as weapons. They can harm or they
can heal. They can inspire or they can diminish. Lent invites us to deep
examination of our daily lives. We can take this opportunity to reflect
on how we use words. With the power of speech, we have been given
the ability to express the infinite.
Tricia Egan, Senior Lecturer, Social Science Department

Holy Week – Monday, April 10
Isaiah 42:1-7. Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I
am pleased, upon whom I have put my Spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the
nations, not crying out, not shouting, not making his voice heard in the street. A
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Isaiah 55:10-11. Thus says your God: Just as from the heavens the rain and
snow come down and do not return there till they have watered the earth,
making it fertile and fruitful...so shall my word be that goes forth from my
mouth; it shall not return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for
which I sent it.
Did Isaiah recognize what we call the evaporation cycle? It would seem
so, since Isaiah 55:10 is an elegant description of precipitation that falls
as rain or snow, then returns once it has created the desired opportunity
for fertility. The challenge is that in the next verse God’s word is
compared to this precipitation, setting up the idea that the divine
promise also follows an evaporative cycle. From this, we learn two
important ideas. First, there is indeed a gap between heaven and earth
but it has been bridged by God, through his word. Second, this word is
the “power of God for salvation” (Rom 1:16), and it will not fail. Thus
it is that God’s word comes down like rain or snow, but it is we who
return, for in the end we are assured of confident access to the Father
through the grace of Christ Jesus.
D. Jill Kirby, Assistant Professor–Biblical Studies,
Religious Studies Department
7

selflessness to the nourishment of the soul that comes from acting each
day with others’ needs truly at heart. For me, it’s a very tangible feeling
of renewal, energy and fulfillment when I put all thoughts of self aside
and dive in to the experience and needs of another. Though it can be
daunting and sometimes even scary, the fulfillment of this kind of
action is often what makes a person feel whole.
Claire Mand, Director of Residence Life

First Sunday in Lent, March 5
Matthew 4:1-11. At that time Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert
to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and
afterwards he was hungry.
Jesus’ temptation in the desert is preceded in the Scriptures by his
baptism. Jesus is then led, or maybe even driven to the desert, by the
Spirit of God to the wilderness where the Israelites came to know their
own destiny. Jesus came to know his destiny through his fasting and
prayer for forty days, just as his ancestors journeyed for forty years in
search of their destiny.
We have these forty days of Lent to search, to pray, to fast, to give
alms—contribute to the well-being of others. What desert place will
we discover during Lent where we can search for our destiny? How can
we discover the deeper meaning in our own lives? Let us step back, fast,
pray, and take a long look at who we are and where we are heading amid
the temptations in our time —violence, power, addiction, greed, cruelty,
judgment, complacency. Let us hunger for God and good for all.
Mary Ellen O’Grady, O.P.
Relationships for Mission Office, Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa;
Edgewood College B.S., 1973

bruised reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he shall not quench, until
he establishes justice on the earth; the coastlands will wait for his teaching.
In this passage we are being challenged to not only stand up for justice,
but to persevere when our efforts seem in vain, or when things get
dangerous. How much am I willing to sacrifice to bring forth justice?
Am I really expected to give my life for it? That is a scary thought! Yet,
here we are reassured that God will be with us as we go through the
hard times of bringing forth justice. To let go and truly believe this is
our constant challenge. It truly is faith at its finest. This Creator, who
formed everything; the One who gives us each precious breath we take
reassures us here that we are not alone. God will take us by the hand
and give us strength to persevere. In this way we have the strength to
bring forth justice.
Kasey DeWitt, Academic and Career Counselor;
Edgewood College B.S., 1990; M.A., 2008

Holy Week – Tuesday, April 11
Isaiah 49:1-6. Though I thought I had toiled in vain, and for nothing, uselessly,
spent my strength, yet my reward is with God, my recompense is with my God.
For now God has spoken who formed me as God’s servant from the womb... It is
too little, God says, for you to be my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and
restore the survivors of Israel; I will make you a light to the nations, that my
salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.
Instead of dying with bitter frustrations both the Suffering Servant
(whose songs appear in the book of the prophet Isaiah) as well as Jesus
realized that they were called into earthly life, not for an earthly
ambition, but to achieve a delicate love and a faithful consecration with
God and with their neighbors within the scope of their earthly life. ...
Through a very intense, very interior bond with God, the Servant and
Jesus live even through death for a new call reaching beyond all their
earlier hopes. Seen and accepted this way, trials which cut across and
demolish our first hopes lead us to a new and more profound
relationship of prayer and trust with God.
Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P, Biblical Meditations for Lent
(Paulist Press, 1978), pp. 85-86

6
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Holy Week – Wednesday, April 12
Matthew 26:14-25. When it was evening, he reclined at table with the Twelve. And
while they were eating, he said, “Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me.”
This passage from the Scripture informs us that even though Jesus knows
that he will be betrayed by one of his apostles, he does not disclose his
name or punish him. Instead, he allows the traitor the opportunity to
decide whether to reveal his identity, confess his crime and repent, or
continue his deception. In our private or professional lives, we too may
experience disloyalty from a friend, a relative, a co-worker or an ally.
Indeed, the sense of betrayal is keenest and most painful when it is
inflicted by someone we trust and feel close to. In such instances, it can
be helpful to communicate with the responsible parties to try to reach an
understanding and offer them a chance to explain or redeem themselves
before resorting to chastisement or retribution.
Sayeeda H. Mamoon, Professor of French,
Department of Foreign Languages

Holy Thursday, April 13
John 13:1-15. After the evening meal was served…Jesus got up from the meal,
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist…He poured
water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the
towel that was wrapped around him…When he had finished …he put on his
clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for
you?” he asked. “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should
do as I have done for you.”
While preparing to write this reflection, I felt at a total loss, and spent a
little time reading others’ interpretations of this passage. Many seem to
understand Jesus’ actions as an example of the value of providing
service to others. However, I spent some time wondering if service, in
and of itself, was the significant lesson herein. After all, one could
argue that a moral about the importance of service could be delivered in
this passage by describing a similar act of kindness to a stranger.
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Friday, March 3

Isaiah 58:1-9a. This, rather, is the fasting that I wish: Releasing those bound
unjustly…Sharing your bread with the hungry, sheltering the oppressed and the
homeless…Then…your wound shall quickly be healed.
We are scolded for afflicting ourselves in fasting, then becoming
irritable and quarrelsome. External worship (giving up candy,
cigarettes, coffee, meat on Friday, bowing one’s head like a reed) needs
to be joined with internal sincerity to please God.

Why and how do we fast? While I was an Edgewood student, fasting
from midnight before Eucharist was released. Some of us intended to
continue the fast until housemother, Sister Catherine Moran, asked:
“Are you holier than God?” Isaiah says that fasting is not so much for
individuals as communities. When promises are fulfilled in
communities, they can be extended to embrace all people. Through it,
our wounds will be healed.
So, instead of giving up dessert, coffee, movies, etc., we might: 1) do
something kind for someone each day without telling what we did, and
consciously observe others’ kindnesses; 2) focus on eliminating a
character trait we know annoys or harms someone; 3) pray for someone
who harmed us recently; 4) volunteer at St. Vincent de Paul or a food
bank; 5) read a book about beliefs and customs of another culture. This
may put a new face on fasting – hopefully, one of salvation,
compassion and holiness within a community.
Pearl (Kolb) Quast, Edgewood College B.S., 1956

Saturday, March 4

Isaiah 58:9b-14. If you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the
afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the
noonday. If you do this, God will guide you continually…and you shall be like a
watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.
To me, this passage speaks to the spiritual power of looking beyond
ourselves to the needs, suffering and experiences of those around us.
Putting others before self is something many are taught to understand
and practice on a surface level, perhaps out of a sense of duty or
obligation. This passage speaks to going beyond the basic levels of
5

Ash Wednesday, March 1
Joel 2:12-18. Even now, says God, return to me with your whole heart, with
fasting, and weeping, and mourning; rend your hearts, not your garments, and
return to your God. For gracious and merciful is God, slow to anger, rich in
kindness, and relenting in punishment.
This first day of the Lenten Season, I am invited to return to God with
my whole heart. I’m directed to rend this heart of mine—to tear it open.
But to what or to whom does our God want me to open my heart?
Turning to God means reorienting the direction of my life and trying to
be more like God in every way. And what is our God like? We are
reminded that our God is “gracious, merciful, slow to anger, rich in
kindness, and relenting in punishment.” In the current political climate
in our nation and world, to whom will I be gracious and merciful? How
will I open my heart in kindness and refuse to be punitive? May this
merciful God inspire me to walk a path beginning now that will “leave
behind a blessing” for all those to whom I am challenged to open wide
my heart.
Toni Harris, O.P., Prioress, Dominicans of Sinsinawa;
Edgewood College B.A., 1971

Thursday, March 2
Deuteronomy 30:15-20. Choose life, then, that you and your descendants may
live, by loving your God, heeding God’s voice, and holding fast to God.
The more I trust in God and find different ways to love God, the more I
find myself breathing in life. God is life, God is love, God is joy. Saint
Therese of Lisieux said, “Remember that nothing is small in the eyes of
God. Do all that you do with love.” I have learned that loving God is
done through actions. A simple act of kindness, of selfless love, will
bring us life through God. If we let our lives be a prayer to God, God
will show great beauty.
Kourtni Kelley, Sophomore; Child Life, Studies in Education

However, this text does not relate a random act of kindness, but rather
service provided to intimate friends.
Instead of solely emphasizing the importance of service to our fellow
human beings, a transcending concept in this passage could be the
significance of true, reciprocal relationships in defining what service is.
Perhaps this means that the service we embark upon should always be
grounded in the building of intimate relationships with others. Might
the message be that it is our relationship with others that defines our
service, not the reverse?
Tricia S. Dusick, Civic Engagement Coordinator,
School of Integrative Studies

Good Friday, April 14
Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has similarly been tested in every
way, yet without sin. So let us confidently approach the throne of grace to
receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.
Why him, why this, why today? I wish I knew. All I know is that,
because of it, none of us ever has to feel what he felt again. Because he
was all alone, and we have his company. At our most hurt, our most
frightened, our most forsaken by God, we have this companion who has
been there and will be there with us. Nothing we think or do in this state
can shock him. Nothing we say can make him turn away. If we say,
“Where are you, God? I’m all alone here,” he said it first.

It sounds for all the world like the end of faith. Instead, it is the
beginning. Jesus died talking to his Abba, who would not talk back to
him. Is there any other definition of faith? In his abandonment, he is the
God of those who have no God. Hearing no voice of love, he cried out,
making a sound that—for many—became the voice of love.
Barbara Brown Taylor, Home By Another Way,
(Cowley, 1999), p. 85
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Holy Saturday, April 15
Genesis 1:1-2: 2. God looked at everything God had made, and found it
very good.
Our insistence that each human being is an image of God should not
make us overlook the fact that each creature has its own purpose. None
is superfluous. The entire material universe speaks of God’s love,
God’s boundless affection for us. Soil, water, mountains: everything is,
as it were, a caress of God. (¶ 84)

The universe unfolds in God, who fills it completely. Hence, there is a
mystical meaning to be found in a leaf, in a mountain trail, in a
dewdrop, in a poor person’s face. The ideal is not only to pass from the
exterior to the interior to discover the action of God in the soul, but also
to discover God in all things. (¶ 233)
Pope Francis, Laudato Si’– On Care for Our Common Home
(Encyclical, 2015)

Easter Sunday, April 16

Matthew 28:1-10. After the Sabbath…Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
came to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel
of the Lord descended from heaven, approached, rolled back the stone, and sat
upon it…Then the angel said to the women in reply, “Do not be afraid! I know
that you are seeking Jesus the crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised
just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell
his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and he is going before you to
Galilee; there you will see him.’ Behold, I have told you.”
An Apostle—the Greek word means sending out, being sent—is
someone who not only followed Jesus and learned his teaching well but
who saw Jesus risen from the dead.
The two women on Easter morning receive a double commissioning.
They are sent to tell that Jesus is risen, sent twice: by a heavenly
“messenger” and by Jesus himself.
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Mon., April 3: Laurin Wenig, John 8:1-11 ................................................... 22
Tues., April 4: Beatriz Aguilar, Psalm 102:2-3, 16-21................................. 23
Wed., April 5: Lindsay Wood, Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95 ........................... 24
Thurs., April 6: Margaret O’Brien, O.P., Genesis 17:3-9 ............................. 24
Fri., April 7: Trish Tegen, Jeremiah 20:10-13 .............................................. 25
Sat., April 8: Roberta Pawlak, Jeremiah 31:10-13 ..................................... 26

Palm Sunday, April 9
Sun., April 9: Tricia Egan, Isaiah 50:4-7 .................................................... 26
Mon., April 10: Kasey DeWitt, Isaiah 42:1-7 .............................................. 26
Tues., April 11: Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P., Isaiah 49:1-6 ............................ 27
Wed., April 12: Sayeeda Mamoon, Matthew 26:14-25 ............................... 28
Holy Thursday, April 13: Tricia Dusick, John 13:1-15 .................................. 28
Good Friday, April 14: Barbara Brown Taylor, Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 ....... 29
Holy Saturday, April 15: Pope Francis, Genesis 1:1-2:2 ............................. 30

Easter Sunday, April 16
Easter Sunday, April 16: Fr. Thomas F. O’Meara, O.P., Matthew 28:1-10 .... 30

As the centuries went on, Mary Magdalene became known as the
“apostle of the apostles.” She saw Jesus risen before most of the
Twelve, and she tells the Apostles of the resurrection.
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The Season of Lent
Lent is the forty-day preparatory period before Easter, beginning on Ash
Wednesday. Lent begins this year on March 1 and culminates on Easter
Sunday, April 16. In the Christian tradition, the season of Lent is a time of
soul searching and repentance—a time for reflection while taking stock of
one’s life in preparation for the Easter celebration of the risen Christ.
This booklet is a collection of Lenten Reflections from contributors
throughout the Edgewood College community. Generally we have
included only a portion of the biblical text due to space constraints. We
hope these reflections, based on readings in the Common Christian
Lectionary, serve as a guide and a point of inspiration for you during this
year’s observance of Lent.
Dominican Life and Mission
Edgewood College

Catholic Christians in these decades are in the process of bringing
women more and more into the public life of the church. Edgewood
was begun by women active in the church through running schools. The
ministry of Christian education has largely been done by women.
In recent decades women have assumed ministries in parishes and
dioceses. This year Pope Francis established a commission to reflect on
re-introducing the ordained ministry of deacon for women. Deaconesses
are present in the writings of the New Testament and continuously
present in the Eastern Churches. That reintroduction would bring
women into the ordained ministries along with bishops, priests, and
male deacons.
Thomas F. O’Meara, O.P.,
Blessed Sacrament Priory
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e are so glad you have taken this Lenten journey with us
into a landscape of reflection, thoughtful study, and
action on behalf of others. Some have likened the
spiritual journey to an ascent toward a mountain top
whose lower geography is replete with valleys, forests, rugged terrain,
rushing streams, deep rivers, and uneven, sometimes barely discernible
pathways. This journey, the journey of life, is one we share together.
God touches each one of our lives and encourages us toward the
ascent. We hope these reflections and the community we share
together encourage you further on.
We welcome your feedback. Please email rrice@edgewood.edu.
Thank you to all who have contributed reflections for this Season
of Lent.
Dominican Life and Mission
Edgewood College
Coordinator, Reflections for the Season of Lent 2017: Mary Klink
Layout: Becky Rice
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