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G R A D UAT I O N
Tassel turning time! As Edgewood College School of Business 
graduates get underway with new lives and promising careers, we 
wish them meaningful personal and professional lives of ethical 
leadership, service, lifelong learning, and a search for truth.

Congratulations Graduates!

E C S B  S U M M E R 
N E W S L E T T E R !
Going into the Fall 2019 semester, 
we have announcements to make 
and news to share about our 
students, alumni, and faculty. You’ll 
learn about our veterans, brainiacs, 
innovators, solar renewable energy 
pioneers, entrepreneurial scientists, 
and recording artists, as well as our 
collaborations with the community 
and within the College, and also our 
new faculty and staff. We have a 
solid foundation going into the new 
academic year.



F E AT U R E D  S T U D E N T: C H A S E  G E N D R O N
It wasn’t until my senior year of high school that I knew I was going 
to join the military. I was hoping to go to college on a wrestling 
scholarship, but I got injured and realized that was not an option 
anymore. So, I joined the Marine Corps in 2012. I was sent to California 
and Missouri before being stationed in Japan for two years and Bahrain, 
a small island off the coast of Saudi Arabia, for six months. I left the 
Marine Corps in 2017. 

In the Marines, they try and educate you as well as they can as far as 
your finances go. When they taught us about it, I really liked it and 
started to do a little research on my own. I started investing, and I was 
really into it, so I decided to go to school for it. 

I found out that Edgewood College has one of the best Veterans’ 
programs nationwide, and I felt that to be true right away. I called to find out what the requirements were, 
and I was able to talk to Matthew Schroeder right away, and he walked me through the process step-by-step. 
After college, I would like to be a stock broker. I like investments and I think it’s just amazing to have your 
money work for you.” 

Chase was profiled by the Edgewood College Marketing & Strategic Communications Office, #humansofec

THE STUDENT SECTION

“

D E LTA  M U  D E LTA
The Greek letters ΔMΔ signify Dia Matheseos 
Dynamis, “Through Knowledge, Power.” In 
recognition of superior scholastic achievement, 
the students pictured (along with seven 
others) were inducted into the Delta Mu 
Delta honor society this Spring.  Outstanding 
Undergraduate Scholar and Leadership 
Awards went to Jackson Eversoll and Kelsey 
Gomez. Professors Jacob Gill and Annette 
Mondry were inducted as honorary members. 
Congratulations on your achievements!

I N N OVAT I O N  S H OW CA S E
Aisle Mate, an app that scans grocery and drugstore 
products for harmful ingredients and suggests safer 
alternatives, was the winner of Innovation Showcase, 
ECSB’s capstone class final exam. The Audience Choice 
winner was 5 O’Clock, an app for consumers seeking 
adult beverages. 

Zach Blumenfeld from CultureCon, ECSB alum Alissa 
(Nelson) Gander of Kalahari Resorts and Conventions, 
and Javier Soto of gener8tor gALPHA were judges for 
the competition. 

  

aisle mate 
Aisle Mate is a unique app that allows 

consumers to scan products to identify 
harmful ingredients and will offer safer 
alternatives.  Search, filter, and sort the 

select criteria and products that are 
important to you! 
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Free to Download! 
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E X E C U T I V E  S P E A K E R  S E R I E S
PROMOTING RACIAL EQUITY THROUGH COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Facilitated by Director for Community Engagement and 
Impact’s Carrie Sanders, this session provided a framework 
for understanding racial equity issues from community-based 
investment efforts. Dr. Ruben Anthony, President and CEO 
of the Urban League of Greater Madison, and Wyman B. 
Winston, former Executive Director of Wisconsin Housing 
and Economic Development Authority, shared insights on the 
connection between people, place, and racial equity, as well 
as ideas on how to invest in a more just and equitable society.

M A N U FA C T U R I N G  C R E AT I V I T Y
ART, DESIGN & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Andy Warhol said “Making money is art and working is 
art and good business is the best art.” 

In a collaboration between Edgewood College Gallery, 
COR, and ECSB, Reginald Baylor Studio presented 
a gallery exhibition and a lecture on Art, Design & 
Entrepreneurship. Baylor closed his Milwaukee fine art 
studio and translated his images and designs into home 
goods – mugs, towels, mirrors, prints and other home 
items – the elements of the gallery exhibition. He also 
gave a presentation to Business and other interested 
students. In one word: amazing. In two words: eye-
opening. Business students were challenged to abandon 
their comfort zones and rethink their careers as to how 
their careers might look in the future.

Reggie Baylor. Photo credit OnMilwaukee.com LLC

COLLABORATION

M I N I  C U LT U R E  C O N
An enthusiastic crowd filled the seats of 
Anderson Auditorium as ECSB co-hosted 
MiniCultureCon, a condensed version of 
CultureCon’s annual Madison event. 

Attendees made connections and gained 
takeaways to ignite positive changes at their 
organizations. Four positive-culture experts, 
including ECSB’s own Denis Collins, helped 
plant the seeds of change. 

EC’s Center for Community Engagement and 
Impact co-hosted.

Photo: Everybody Selfie! Zach Blumenfeld is CultureCon’s 
Founder and Ceo



E D G E WO O D  E N G A G E D  P I T C H  C O M P E T I T I O N
The School of Business collaborated with the School of Integrated Studies, the Office of Community Impact and 
Engagement, the Social Innovation and Sustainability Leadership Graduate Program, and Communication Studies, 
as well as community partner Gener8tor to participate in Edgewood Engaged. 

Natasha Sichula, a Cytotechnology major, made a perfect pitch for HERZ: Her Empowerment Race Zone, winning 
the competition.

M A R K E T I N G  M A J O R S  TA K E  N OT E
EDGEWOOD COLLEGE LOGO DATES BACK TO MID 13TH CENTURY!

The Dominican Order created its brand 
identity way back in 1244. For those up 
to date on heraldic blazonry, the basic 
version of this coat of arms is: sable, 
a pile inverted argent (also known as 
triangular, black and white). 

As logos do, this shield underwent several updates over 
the centuries. The color scarlet was added to the college’s 
version of the shield to symbolize the Sacred Heart and cor 
ad cor loquitor, Edgewood College’s active-intellect inspired, 
inclusive “Heart speaks to heart” motto. 

This shield, which helped establish an awareness of the 
Dominican order nearly 800 years ago, continues to be an 
important part of the College’s visual identity.

L O O K !  I T ’ S  A  B I R D !  
I T ’ S  A  C R A N E !
Cranes are symbols of wisdom and 
prosperity, so what better place for these 
two to hang out during Spring semester 
than by the library and the School of 
Business (and the bird feeder, of course).

Photo: Jonathan Bloy



ALUMNI
J O N  H E P N E R
MARKETING/MANAGEMENT, ‘12

Jon Hepner made In Business Madison’s 
40 Under 40 class of 2019, which honors 
40 successful and civic-minded young 
professionals under the age of 40. 

Part owner in T. Wall Enterprises LLC, a 
multifamily residential and commercial 
real estate development firm, Jon has secured municipal approvals 
for over 1,000 multi-family housing units and 100,000 square 
feet of retail/office in the Middleton and Windsor areas.

He’s especially proud of pioneering renewable energy (solar) 
implementation at TWE. To date, his efforts have resulted in 
contracts for more than 2,340 solar panels on six multifamily 
properties with a combined projected energy savings of more 
than 775,000 kilowatts, enough to power about 74 single-family 
homes every year.

Hepner has a seat on the Sustainable Madison Committee; he’s 
a member of Smart Growth Greater Madison; and he’s active 
in Downtown Madison Inc. He volunteers with Gilda’s Club and 
Take A Vet Fishing, and he enjoys caring for humans, plants, and 
animals, including Barry, a rescued Great Pyrenees.”  

– In Business Madison

“

K I R S T I E  K R AU S
MARKETING, ‘12

In the competitive music industry, 
marketing and promotion are 
essential to artistic career success. 
Kirstie Kraus prepared herself for 
that by earning an ECSB degree 
before launching her career as a 
recording artist. 

Kirstie was featured on the cover 
of Maximum Ink, named Best of 
Madison in 2016 and 2017, and 
was declared “The Next Breakout 
Country Band.” She is recognized 
as a top female vocalist, 
songwriter, and recording artist 
and tours nationally with her 
band Thirsty Jones. Pictured 
above headlining at Brat Fest, she 
released her first single last year 
and has an album in the works. 

See Kirstie and her Thirsties 
at Camp Randall on Saturday, 
September 21. 

Meanwhile, check out Kirstie’s 
YouTube channel. You’ll be glad 
you did.

“

T H E M I S  E . F L O R E S  R A M O S
MBA, ‘92

Themis is a 2019 recipient of the WI 
Women of Color Network’s “Women of 
Achievement Award” in Public Health. 

For over 35 years, the Wisconsin 
Women of Color Network has 
served as a meeting place of support, 
advancement and fun for women of color of Wisconsin, 
especially in the Greater Madison area. 

Themis specializes in Public Health Education as a chronic disease 
consultant.  She is a model for young women to go into the 
sciences through attaining a bachelor’s degree in Physics and 
another in Medical Technology as well as completing an MBA 
from Edgewood College School of Business which she used to 
start her own business.  She served in the U.S. Army Reserves-44 
General Hospital-Madison MEDIC.”  

– Jonathan Gramling, Capital City Hues

https://www.youtube.com/user/motor0220
https://www.youtube.com/user/motor0220
http://capitalcityhues.com/031119WWOCN.html


ANNOUNCING INTERIM DEAN, NEW FACULTY AND STAFF
This Fall semester ECSB has an interim dean, Victoria Palmisano, 
Ph.D., and we welcome two new faculty members in Finance 
and Accounting, Kenneth Kavajecz, Ph.D. and Emmanuel 
Mwaungulu, M.B.A., C.P.A. Janna Boehm, M.A., came on board 
last Spring in Graduate Admissions.

FACULTY HAPPENINGS

J A N N A  B O E H M
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF GRADUATE ADMISSIONS - SCHOOL OF 
NURSING AND SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

I have worked in Secondary 
Education for the last 15 years 
mainly in Alternative Education.  
I received my undergraduate in 
Secondary Education Broad Field 
Social Studies from Edgewood 
College.  My desire for helping 
students and wanting to work 
in higher education led me to 
get my masters from Cardinal Stritch in Higher Education 
Student Affairs.  I am excited to be back at Edgewood 
College! I had a fantastic undergraduate experience while I 
was attending EC and hope that I can be part of that same 
experience for our graduate students.”

E M M A N U E L  M WAU N G U L U
I join Edgewood College with 
eight years of work experience; 
four of which have been in 
accounting. I have worked as a 
Corporate Books and Records 
Auditor for the Wisconsin 
Department of Revenue and a 
Transaction Tax Auditor for the 
Massachusetts Department of Revenue. I am a Certified 
Public Accountant and I completed my MBA in Accounting 
at Edgewood. Currently, I am working on completing a 
Doctorate in Business Administration at the University of 
Wisconsin Whitewater with a research focus in Accounting. 
Watching soccer is my favorite pastime, I look forward to 
following the Eagles men’s and women’s soccer teams. As 
an Edgewood Eagle at heart, I am very excited to return 
home and work with the Edgewood family as we integrate 
all ways of knowledge in our quest for truth.”

“

“
A TRIO OF RETIREES
ECSB had a trio of retirees at the 
end of Spring semester. A fond 
farewell to finance professors Gary 
Schroeder and Phil McKnight, 
and to Al Talarczyk, for whom we 
held a well-attended sendoff. Jean 
McSweeney, O.P., shared stories 
about young Al when ECSB was in 
its infancy, pictured above.
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