
EDGEWOOD COLLEGE

HONORS PROGRAM

an invitation to challenge 
talented and ambitious, 

undergraduate students to reach 
their full academic potential

Sampling of
  HONORS COURSES
Examples of the general education Foundations 
courses that have been offered for Honors 
credit are: 

•  History: European Holocaust

•  Religious Studies: Liberation Theologies in Latin 
America

•  Biological Sciences: Information Flow in Living 
Systems

•  Art: Graphic Design History

•  English: Fairy Tales as Cultural Narrative

•  Ethnic Studies: Immigrant Narratives: 
Immigration, Borders, and Identities

•  Political Science: Debating the Earth

•  Nursing: International Service Learning in 
Cambodia

•  Psychology: Emotion and Motivation

What students say about the Honors Program:

The most valuable aspect of the Honors 
Program is…

“ Self-esteem, confidence and also recognition from 
instructors and peers.”

“ Getting to know other students and experiencing 
unique, interesting speakers.”

 
“ Honors classes—they allow me to do more  

in-depth studying, which I enjoy.”
 
“ The small, less formal class settings. They include 

the students in discussions and that makes 
students more likely to say what they think and 
not feel intimidated.”

About the
  HONORS PROGRAM 
The Edgewood College Honors Program is designed 
to meet the needs of academically talented students 
by providing opportunities for intellectual and social 
development in and out of the classroom. 

The goal of the Honors Program is to provide 
opportunities for intellectual challenge, stimulation 
and creativity. Honors courses promote excellence 
in the classroom through an active learning 
environment. 

Membership in the Edgewood College Honors 
Program enables you to: 

•  Take courses specially designed for Honors 
students that provide added depth and 
dimension to the College’s liberal arts curriculum. 

•  Learn in small classes that encourage 
student participation through discussion and 
collaboration. 

•  Achieve a feeling of pride and accomplishment 
as you rise to academic challenges. 

•  Create lasting bonds with fellow Honors students 
who share motivation and aptitude. 

•  Experience stimulating events and activities 
outside the classroom that enrich your college 
experience and build community. 

•  Enhance your resume with evidence for graduate 
schools, professional schools and employers of 
your ability to take on difficult tasks and achieve 
excellence. 

•  Pursue opportunities for scholarships, travel, and 
publication offered by the National Collegiate 
Honors Council.

www.edgewood.edu



Structure of the 
  HONORS PROGRAM
Students are required to take Honors courses and 
participate in certain extra-curricular activities. 
Several courses designated “Honors” are offered 
each semester according to a two-year rotation. 
These specially-designed and innovative courses 
fulfill general education degree requirements. 
Students also participate in one event or activity each 
semester, such as a cultural event at the Madison 
Overture Center, a campus speaker, concert or film, 
or a field trip. 

Honors Program Students will: 

•  Complete at least four courses designated as 
“Honors.” 

•  Participate in an Honors Program extra-curricular 
event each semester.

•  Complete an “Honors Scholarship Project.”

•  Maintain a cumulative GPA of at least 3.3. 

•  For those students who complete the program, 
the designation “Graduate of the Honors 
Program” is recorded on their transcript and 
diploma, and announced at Commencement.

Frequently
  ASKED QUESTIONS
Should I be in the Honors Program?

If you are a good student and enjoy being challenged 
academically, then yes! If you are intellectually 
curious and love to learn new ideas, then yes! If you 
are interested in becoming a part of a community 
of scholars seeking ways to enrich their collegiate 
experience, then yes!

How are Honors courses different from  
other courses?

Honors courses have smaller enrollment and 
encourage students to interact, collaborate and 
take responsibility for class projects. Honors courses 
often fulfill general education requirements, and are 
intended to be an introduction to the field of study. 
Honors instructors look for creative ways to enhance 
student learning and often include guest speakers 
and field trips as part of the course. 

Are Honors courses harder than other courses?

Honors instructors expect their students to be 
motivated and produce high-quality work. Honors 
courses often go into more depth on the subject 
and may require more reading and writing than 
other courses, but as classes are small, additional 
opportunities exist for faculty-student contact and 
class discussion. The rewards are great!

Will being in Honors cause my grades to go 
down?

Studies have shown that Honors students generally 
rise to the challenge of increased rigor. Students 
become engaged learners and gain a feeling of 
accomplishment from their success and seeing 
“honors” on their diploma is an added perk.

How do 
   I APPLY?
Any student may apply to the Honors Program, 
whether new, continuing or transfer. Candidates 
for the Honors Program should meet the following 
minimum requirements 

New freshmen are placed into the program 
based on these requirements: 

•  A minimum high school GPA of 3.5 

•  A minimum ACT composite score of 24 

Continuing and transfer students may apply to 
the program with: 

•  A minimum college GPA of 3.3 

•  Three letters of recommendation from instructors 
who can assess the student’s academic potential 

•  Statement from student describing his or her 
interest in academic challenge 

For more information, contact:

Bonnie Sierlecki, Ph.D.
Edgewood College Honors Program Director

1000 Edgewood College Drive 
Madison, WI 53711 
608.663.4303
bsierlecki@edgewood.edu


