
WHY GET AN MBA IN 
HEALTH SYSTEMS LEADERSHIP?

There is an expected high demand for highly trained and experienced leaders in health care organizations: hospital and health 
systems, insurance companies, government programs, and other ancillary health professions. This demand and opportunity 
is driven by several factors including requirements of the Affordable Care Act (aka “Obamacare”), the rapidly growing elderly 
population, and changes in medical technology. 

As noted by the Association for University Programs in Health Administration (AUPHA), “healthcare is the largest industry 
in the U.S., and the second largest employer, with more than 11 million jobs. Virtually all new private sector jobs over the 
past 5 years came from healthcare; and the sector continues to grow faster than most other segments. Graduates of healthcare 
management programs can find opportunities in areas ranging from small rural communities to large metropolitan and 
international regions.”

In Wisconsin, the number of medical and health services managers is projected to grow by nearly 17% between 2010 and 
2020, while the number of top executive positions is expected to grow by only 1.5% during this decade. (Source: Wisconsin 
WORKnet)

In addition, AUPHA notes that graduates of health care management and leadership programs have excellent earning 
potential. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, medical and health services managers earned an average annual 
salary of $86,000 in 2011. Senior healthcare executives with more experience and achievements can earn $200,000 or 
significantly more.

The Graduate Management Admission Council (GMAC) reports that individuals with graduate degrees in health management 
can expect excellent employment prospects and very competitive salaries upon graduation and into the future. See the charts 
below.
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THE HEALTH SYSTEMS LEADERSHIP 
PROGRAM AT EDGEWOOD COLLEGE

The School of Business at Edgewood College offers a Masters of Business Administration in Health Systems Leadership. The 
program prepares future executives to make a meaningful difference in a wide range of healthcare delivery and financing 
organizations. In addition to administrative managers, the program is well suited for physicians, pharmacists and other 
clinicians, lawyers, accounting professionals, and other consultants and advisors serving health system clients. The 42-credit 
curriculum for the program was designed in close collaboration with The Henry Predolin School of Nursing and local 
healthcare system experts. Based on the Commission on Accreditation of HealthCare Management Education (CAHME) 
competency criteria, it includes courses such as Managerial Health Economics, Health Policy and Law, Healthcare Service and 
Clinical Quality, taught by highly qualified health professionals and faculty. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

High Quality and Reputation:

•   The School of Business at Edgewood College is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs 
(ACBSP) and the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools (HLC).

•   Program requirements are based upon the CAHME (Commission on Accreditation of HealthCare Management Education) 
competency criteria.

•   Courses are taught by full-time faculty and adjuncts drawn from the regional health care industry.

Flexible Schedules:

•   Programs are designed for working professionals. 

•   Courses meet in the evenings one night per week, and many courses are also available online. 

•   Courses follow an accelerated format with new classes beginning every 8 weeks. 

For more information about the Health Systems Leadership Program offered by Edgewood College, please contact: 
Gwen Dunnington, Assistant Director of Graduate Admissions, School of Business at Edgewood College 

gdunnington@edgewood.edu or 608-663-4299
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