EDGEWOOD UNIVERSITY 
ASSENT FORM

Instructions for the Assent form:
An assent form is appropriate for children approximately 7-17 years of age. This form must be used in conjunction with a parent/guardian consent form. An assent form should be written at approximately a 2nd-3rd grade level. Language can be a bit more advanced as the age of the participant increases (be more similar to the adult consent form). When completed, a copy of this form should be provided to the family for their records and kept by the researcher with the copies of parent/guardian consent forms. 


EDGEWOOD UNIVERSITY ASSENT FORM 
[NAME OF THE STUDY]

What is Research?
This is a research study and they can help us learn new things.  We are trying to find out more information about [Provide a short description sentences about the general purpose of your study. Be sure to refrain from using jargon from your field of study that may not be understood by children.]
What you will do in the Research Study
If you decide that you want to be a part of this research study, you will be asked to [Provide in detail what exactly participants will be asked to do as part of their participation. Include the topics or subject matter of questions that they will be asked, the time it will take to participate, and whether it is online, in person, etc. If any kind of recording will take place, please explicitly describe it.]
Could bad things happen?
 [Detail any possible risks to children. Even if risks are considered minimal, they should be aware of them. It is not enough to say that risk is minimal without offering more specific detail. Risks can include feeling uncomfortable or distressed about being asked questions about sensitive issues. Possible appropriate language: Some questions might be hard to answer or could make you feel sad or upset. If you don’t want to answer a question, just say “I don’t want to answer” and we will stop.] 
Could good things happen?
We think that this could help you because OR We don’t think that this will help you but we could learn more about [Choose one of the beginning opening sentences and then as appropriate, discuss any possible benefits to participants. It is acceptable to outline that there are not any direct benefits (no rewards, compensation, etc.). It would also be acceptable to then outline any possible broader benefits to the research such as learning more about this field of study.] 
Important things to know
You get to decide if you want to take part in this study, so you can “yes” or you can say “no”. If you say “no”, no one will be upset with you. If you say “yes” but then don’t like answering questions, you can still say “no” and we will stop asking you questions. If you have any questions at any time, just ask us and we will answer them. If you ever want to stop being in the study, just tell us and we will stop. 
Asking Questions
You can ask us any questions that you want even after you are done with the study. Here are the ways that you can contact us: [Please provide contact information for all principal investigators. If you are a graduate student or an undergraduate student, please also provide your advisor’s contact information.]

If you want to be in this research study, write your name below. The researcher will write his/her name too. This means that we talked about the research and that you want to take part in it. 

Your printed name  ________________________________________________	

Researcher’s signature ________________________________________________	

Date ________________


